Surah Al-Kahf: 18:83- 88 647

Commentary

Verse 84 opens with the statement: 2UJ2.; (They ask you). Who is ask-
ing? Related narratives show that they were the Quraysh of Makkah,
those who were coached to ask three questions from the Holy Prophet
%. The purpose was to test his prophet-hood and veracity. The ques-
tions were about Ruh (spirit), Ashab al-Kahf (People of Kahf) and
Dhul-Qarnain. Two of these have already been answered. The story of
the People of Kahf has appeared earlier in this Surah, 9-26. The question
about 'Ruh’ has appeared towards the later part of the previous Surah
(Bani Isra’ll 17:85). Who was Dhul-Qarnain and what happened to him?
This is the third question. (Al-Bahr al-Muhit)

Dhul-Qarnain: His identity, period and country and the reason
why he was so named

Why was he named Dhul-Qarnain? (the one having two horns)
Regarding its reason, there are numerous sayings, and strong
differences. Some said that he had two curly locks of hair, therefore, he
was called Dhul-Qarnain. Some others said that he ruled countries of
the East and West, therefore, he was named Dhul-Qarnain. There was
someone who also said that he had marks on his head that resembled
those of horns. It appears in some narratives that he had wound marks
on both sides of his head, therefore, he was identified as Dhul-Qarnain.
Allah knows best. But, this much already stands determined that the
Qur’an has certainly not given him the name of Dhul-Qarnain. In fact,
this name came from the Jews. He may have been known by this name
with them. Whatever part of the event of Dhul-Qarnain has been
mentioned by the Holy Qur’an is no more than what is described below:

"He was a righteous and just king who reached the East and
the West and conquered countries in between and ruled there
justly. All sorts of means had been provided to him by Allah
Ta‘ala in order to help him achieve his objectives. On the route
of his conquests, he traveled in three directions: to the far
West, to the far East and then to the mountain range in the
North. At the last mentioned place, he closed the pass in
between two mountains by a wall cast in molten metal which
made it possible for the people of the area to stay protected
against the pillage of Gog and Magog."

As for the question posed by the Jews to test the veracity and proph-
et-hood of the Holy Prophet %, the answer given had left them satisfied.
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They did not ask any more questions, such as: Why was he given the
name, Dhul-Qarnain? Which country did he come from? What period of
time did he belong to? This tells us that the Jews themselves took such
questions to be unnecessary and redundant. And it is obvious that the
Qur’an mentions only that part of history or stories which relates to
what is beneficial in the present life or in the life to come, or on which de-
pends the understanding of something necessary. Therefore, neither did
the Qur'an take these things up nor were there any details about it de-
scribed in any authentic Hadith. And it was for the same reason that the
most righteous forbears of Islam, the Sahabah and the Tabi‘in also paid
no particular attention to it.

Now the thing that remains to be addressed is this matter of histori-
cal narratives or that of the present Torah and Injil. Then it is also evi-
dent that perennial interpolations and alterations have not left even the
present Torah and Injil intact as revealed Scriptures. Their status can
now be that of history at the most. As for ancient historical narratives,
they are overwhelmingly filled with Isra’ili tales that come from no au-
thentic source, nor have they been found trustworthy in the sight of the
learned of any time. Whatever the commentators have said in this mat-
ter is a compendium of these very historical narratives. Therefore, there
are coun_tléss differences in them. Europeans have given great impor-
tance to history in modern times. No doubt, they have carried out pains-
taking research in this field. Through archaeological excavations and col-
lection of inscriptions and artifacts, they have tried to reach the reality
behind past events and in this process, they have come up with achieve-
ments not matched in earlier times. But, archaeological finds, inscrip- .
tions etc., can certainly help support an event but it is not possible to
read a whole event through these. For it, therefore, historical narratives
alone have become the basis. As for the validity of old historical narra-
tives in these matters, we have just now learnt that their status is no
more than that of a story. In their books, scholars of Tafsir, classical or
modern, have reported these narratives in their historical status only -
no Qur'anic objective depends on the element of their authenticity. Here
too, that which is necessafy is being written with the same status in
view. A comprehensive research relating to this event appears in 'Qasas
al-Quran’ by Maulana Hifzur-Rahman Jw AU . Readers with a taste
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for history may see it there.

In some narratives, it appears that there have been four kings who
ruled over the whole world - two believers, and two, disbelievers. The be-
lieving kings are Sayyidna Sulaiman S8 and Dhul-Qarnain while the
disbelieving ones are Nimrod (Namrud) and Nebuchadnezzar (Bukht
Nagsar).

About Dhul-Qarnain, it is a strange coincidence that several men
have been famous in the world while bearing the same name. And it is
equally strange that the title Sikandar (Alexander) is also attached with
the Dhul-Qarnain of every period of time.

Approximately three hundred years before Sayyidna Masih Skl
there is a king known as Sikandar (Alexander). He is identified with the
appellations of the Greek, the Macedonian, the Roman etc. He was the
one who had Aristotle (Arastu) as his minister, who fought a war against
Dara (Darius) and who conquered his country after killing him. This was
the very last person to have become known in the world by the name Sik-
andar (Alexander). Stories relating to him are comparatively more fa-
mous around the world, so some people have also equated him with the
Dhul-Qarnain mentioned in the Qur’an. This is totally wrong because
this person was a fire-worshipping polytheist. As for the Dhul-Qarnain
mentioned by the Qur'an, he may not be a prophet for ‘Ulama’ have dif-
fered about his being a prophet. But, everyone unanimously agrees that
he was a righteous believer - then, there is the textual authority of the
Qur’an in its own right which bears testimony to it.

Quoting Ibn ‘Asakir, Hafiz Ibn Kathir has given his complete family
tree in al-Bidayah wa an-Nihayah which ascends to Sayyidna Ibrahim
). He has said, 'this is the Sikandar who is recognized as the Greek,
the Egyptian and the Macedonian, who founded the city of Iskandariyah
(Alexandria) after his name and the Roman calendar dates back to his
time. This Sikandar Dhul-Qarnain appeared after a long passage of time
from the first one. This time has been identified as being more than two
thousand years. He was the one who killed Dara (Darius), overpowered
the Persian monarchy and conquered their country. But, this person was
a polytheist. Declaring him to be the one mentioned in the Qur’an is to-
tally wrong. Ibn Kathir's own words are being quoted below:
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First of all, this research of Imam ibn Kathir, the great scholar of
Hadith and history, helps remove a misconception. It clarifies that this
Iskandar, who lived three hundred years before Sayyidna Masih S&E)
who fought Dara (Darius) and the Persian kings, and who is the founder
of Alexandria, is not the Dhul-Qarnain mentioned in the Qur'an. This
misconception seems to have affected some leading commentators as
well. Abu Hayyan in al-Bahr al-Muhit and ‘Allamah ’Alusi in Ruh
al-Ma‘ani have said that this very Dhul-Qarnain is the one mentioned in

the Quran.

The second point emerges from the sentence of Ibn Kathir: &3 0§ 4,
(he was a prophet). It shows that, in the sight of Ibn Kathir, the éveighti-
er opinion was that he was a prophet. Although, according to the major-
ity of scholars, the weightier opinion is what Ibn Kathir has himself re-
ported on the authority Abi al-Tufayl from Sayyidna ‘Ali <% that he was
neither a prophet nor an angel, rather was a righteous believer. There-
fore, some ‘Ulama have explained it by saying that the pronoun in: &% ]
(he was) reverts to Al-Khadir ¥%8} and not to Dhul-Qarnain - which is
closer in sense.

This leaves us with a problem. The Qur'an mentions Dhul-Qarnain.
Who is he? Which period of time did he belong to? Regarding this, say-
ings of ‘Ulama’ differ. According to Ibn Kathir, his time was the time of
Sayyidna Ibrahim S8, two thousand years before the time of Alexand-
er, the Greek, the Macedonian. Al-Khadir 445} was his minister. Ibn Ka-
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thir has also reported from the early righteous elders in al-Bidayah wa
-an-Nihayah that Dhul-Qarnain went for Hajj traveling on foot. When
Sayyidna Ibrahim $%E) found out about his arrival, he went out of Mak-
kah to greet him. It is said that Sayyidna Ibrahim 3% also prayed for
him and passed out some good counsel to him. (Al-Bidayah, p. 108, v. 3)
Tafsir Ibn Kathir reports from Adhraqi that he did tawaf with Sayyidna
Ibrahim S48} and offered sacrifice.

And Abu al-Raihan al-Bairuni has said in his book al-’Athar
al-Bagiyah ‘an al-Qurun al-Khaliyah that 'this Dhul-Qarnain mentioned
in the Qur'an is Abu Bakr ibn Samma ibn ‘Umar ibn Ifriqis al-Himyari,
the one who conquered the East and West of the Earth. Tubba’ al-Himya-
ri al-Yamani has shown pride in his poetry that his grandfather,
Dhul-Qarnain, was a believer. He says:

S b oV ke KL Cedn (om0 43 OIS 3
CplF Gl DET L B
Dhul-Qarnain, my grandfather, was a believing Muslim
A king who conquered the non-believing Earth

He reached the Easts and the Wests seeking
Means of power from the noble Master.

Abu Hayyan has reported this narrative in al-Bahr al-Muhit. Ibn
Kathir has also mentioned it in al-Bidayah wa an-Nihayah. Ibn Kathir
adds that 'this Dhul-Qarnain is the first Tubba‘ (the title of the kings of
Yaman). He was among the Tababi‘ah (plural of Tubba‘) of Yaman and
this is the same person who had ruled in favor of Sayyidna Ibrahim k)
in the case of Bi'r Sab‘ (seven wells)' - (al-Bidayah, p. 105, v. 2). In all these
narratives, irrespective of the difference regarding the elements of his

identity, his time period has been identified as that of Sayyidna Ibrahim
Sk,

As for the detailed discussion relating to Dhul-Qarnain provided by
Maulana Hifzur-Rahman in his book, Qasas al-Qur’an, it can be stated
in a nutshell. It can be said that the Dhul-Qarnain mentioned in the
Qur’an is the king of Persia who is called Khorus by the Jews, Cyrus by
the Greeks, Gorush by the Persians and Kai-Khusro by the Arabs. His
period is said to be the period of Daniyal (Daniel) from among the proph-
ets of Bani Isr&’il - much later than the time of Sayyidna Ibrahim <&
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This brings it closer to the time of Iskandar al-Maqduni (Alexander, the
Macedonian), the killer of Dara (Darius). But, the learned Maulana - like
Ibn Kathir - has also strongly maintained that Alexander, the Macedo-
nian who had Aristotle as his minister cannot be the Dhul-Qarnain. The
former was a fire-worshipping polytheist while the later, a righteous be-
liever.

According to his research about the detailed description of Bani
Isra’il falling into wrongdoing and rebellion twice, and of the respective
punishment given to them twice, as in Surah Bani Isra’il (al-Isra’), the
Quran says on the occasion of the first transgression of Bani Isra’il: (i
VR PG R P e § +5Je (We sent upon you some of Our ser-
vants having stroﬁg aggressive power, who combed through the houses -
17:5). Here, the men with 'strong aggressive power' are Nebuchadnezzar
and his supporting troops who killed forty thousand - seventy thousand
in some narratives - men from the Bani Isra’il in Baytul-Maqdis, while
taking more than one hundred thousand of them driven like a flock of
sheep to his city of Babel. After that, as regards the second statement of
the Quran: P.g.fl.r— 5 (’._‘ﬂ (33, ¢ (Then We gave you your turn to overpower
them - 17:6), this event transpired at the hands of the same king,
Kai-Khusraw (Khorus or Cyrus). He was a righteous believer. He con-
fronted Nebuchadnezzar, secured the release of Bani Isra’il held as cap-
tives by him and rehabilitated them back into Palestine. He even went
on to resettle and repopulate the city of Baytul-Maqdis that was ran-
sacked earlier to the limit that he managed to have all treasures and
major effects of Baytul-Maqdis carried away by Nebuchadnezzar from
there returned back into the possession of Bani Isra’il. Thus, this person
proved to be the savior of Bani Isra’il (the Jews).

It is likely that of the questions the Jews of Madinah had set for the
Quraysh of Makkah which they would ask the Holy Prophet % to test
his prophethood, was this question about Dhul-Qarnain and that it had
an underlying reason. This question was special since the Jews took him
to be their savior and respected him.

In short, Maulana Hifzur-Rahman has collected a sufficiently large
number of evidences from the prophesies of the prophets of Bani Isra’il
with reference to the present Old Testament as well as from historical
narratives to present his research on this subject. Anyone who finds it
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imperative to proceed towards additional research may consult it. My
purpose in reporting all these narratives was simply to bring into focus
sayings of leading Muslim scholars, historians and commentators as
they relate to the life and time of Dhul-Qarnain. To decide as to whose
saying is weightier and worthier out of these is not part of my objective.
The reason is that things not claimed by the Quran nor explained by
Hadith are things we have not been obligated to fix and clarify on our
own for that responsibility does not rest on our shoulders. Thus, whichev-
er saying turns out to be regarded as more weighty, worthy and sound,
the aim of the Qur’an will stand achieved after all. Allah knows best. Let
us now proceed to the explanation of the verses.

Let us look at the first verse cited above: (53 4% r.’<.1:— EL 8 (T shall
now recite to you a narration about him - 83). It prompts us to find out as
to why the Holy Qur’an has elected to bypass the possible shorter expres-
sion of 373 dhikrahu (his narrations) at this place and has opted for two
words: /53 & (‘'minhu dhikra') (some narration about him)? A little reflec-
tion would reveal that these two words have been used as indicators.
They tell us that the Qur'an has not promised to narrate the entire story
of Dhul-Qarnain in its historical setting. Instead, it has stated that it
will mention it in part. This is evident from the use of the particle: /s
(min) and the nunnation (tanwin) of ‘dhikra’ - a distinct feature of Arab-
ic grammar. As for the historical debate relating to the name, lineage
and time period of Dhul-Qarnain reported earlier, the Holy Quran has
already said in advance that it has skipped it as something unnecessary.

The word: - (sabab) used in: Gl ¢ & ,_}den i5fy (and provided for him
a way to everything - 84) is employed in the Arabic lexicon to denote
everything harnessed to achieve an objective. It includes material instru-
ments and resources as well as knowledge, insight and experience etc.
(al-Bahr al-Muhit). As for the expression: ¢ & J’f o (to everything), it means
all things needed by a ruler to run the state system. The sense of the
verse is that Allah Ta‘la had provided for the righteous king Dhul-Qar-
nain practically everything needed at that time in order that he could
maintain his just rule, establish universal peace and extend his area of
influence to other countries.

Verse 85: L @La (So he followed a way) means that - though, the ma-
terial means related to everything, even those that would facilitate his



Surah Al-Kahf: 18 : 83 - 88 654

access to every region of the world - however, the first thing he did was
to use his means to travel in the direction of the West.

The statement in verse 86: U.W.J\ ) J» AN L;:- (until when he reached
where the sun sets) means that he reached the far limit towards the
West beyond which there was no populated area.

The word: a.> (hami'ah) in the succeeding phrase: it> & (3 (into a
miry spring) literally means dark marsh or mud carrying the sense of
water beneath which there is dark mud and which causes the water it-
self to appear black. As for the sense of his seeing the Sun setting into
such a spring, it means that an onlooker perceived it as setting into the
spring because there was no habitation or dry land in sight. This is like
being in an open field while the Sun is setting where as far as one can
see there appears to be no mountain, tree, or structure, naturally one
who looks at the sight would feel that the Sun was sinking into the land
mass.

)))))

(and found near it a people), that is, near this dark spring, Dhul Qar-
nain found a people. The later part of the verse shows that these people
were infidels. Therefore, as said in the next verses, Allah Ta‘ala gave
Dhul-Qarnain the choice of punishing them right away for their infidel-
ity. Or, if he so wished, he could choose to deal with them benevolently
by first asking them to consider the message of faith and bring them
round to embrace it through dissemination of information and good coun-
sel. After that, he could reward those who believe and punish those who
do not. In response, Dhul-Qarnain elected to go by the second option. He
said that he would try to bring them to the straight path through good
counsel and advice. Then, he would punish those who stood by their infi-
delity and reward those who believed and did what was good.

The statement: -4 3¢ (3 (We said, 'O Dhul-Qarnain...) shows that
Allah Ta‘la has Himself said this addressing Dhul-Qarnain. Now, if
Dhul-Qarnain is taken to be a prophet, there is no problem here. It will
mean that it was said to him through the medium of revelation. And if,
his prophethood is not to be recognized, there is only one way to rational-
ize the statement: (qulna: We said) and the address: -8 3¢ (ya/O
Dhul-Qarnain). This way could be to take this address to have been
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made to Dhul-Qarnain through the medium of some prophet - as sug-
gested by the reported presence of Al-Khadir 8 with him. Then, it is
also possible that this revelation is just not the kind of wahy thatis pecu-
liar to a prophet or messenger of Allah. May be, it is a wahy or revela-
tion in the literal sense like the word: U5>'yy (awhaina: We revealed or
put into the heart) used in the Quran for the mother of Sayyidna Musa
ekl though, there is no probability of her being a prophet or messenger
of Allah. But, Abu Hayyan says in al-Bahr al-Muhit that the command
given here to Dhul-Qarnain is a command to punish and kill those peo-
ple. No such command can be given without the authority of a revelation
to a prophet. This action cannot be taken on the authority of Kashf (illu-
mination) and Itham (inspiration), nor can it be activated through any
other source without the authority of wahy (revelation) to a nabiyy
(prophet). For this reason, no probability other than the one being men-
tioned here is sound: Either Dhul-Qarnain himself is taken to be a proph-
et, or that there may be a prophet present during his time and it is
through him that Dhul-Qarnain is addressed. And Allah knows best.

Verses 89 - 91
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Thereafter, he followed a way [89] until he reached
where the Sun rises; he found it rising over a people for
whom We did not make any cover against it. [90] Thus it
was. We encompassed in knowledge whatever he had
with him, [91]
Commentary
The Holy Qur’an does describe this state of the people Dhul-Qarnain
found living towards the East meaning thereby that they were not accus-
tomed to the use of ways and means like houses, tents and dresses to
seek protection against the Sun. But, it does not mention anything about
their faith and deeds, nor does it say what Dhul-Qarnain did to them.
However, it is obvious that these people too were infidels and Dhul-Qar-
nain handled them the way he had handled the people he had found in
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the West as mentioned earlier. But, describing it again at this place was
not considered necessary since finding it out is also possible on the analo-
gy of the previous event. (As in al-Bahr al-Muhit from Ibn ‘Atiyyah)

Verses 92 - 98
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Thereafter he followed a way [92] until when he reached
between the two mountains, he found on their hither
side a people who did not seem to understand anything
said. [93] They said, "O Dhul-Qarnain, the Ya’juj and
Ma’juj (Gog and Magog) are mischief-makers on the
earth. So shall we set for you a revenue, provided that
you make a barrier between us and them?"[94] He said,
"That which my Lord has placed under my control is bet-
ter, so help me with strength and I shall make a rampart
between you and them. [95] Bring me ingots of iron."
(They proceeded accordingly) until when he leveled up
(the gap) between the two mountain-sides, he said,
"Blow." (They complied) until when he made it (like)
fire, he said, "Bring me molten copper and I will pour it
upon this." [96] So they (Ya’juj and Ma’juj) were not able
to climb it, nor were they able to make a hole in it. [97]
He said, "This is a mercy from my Lord. Then, when the
promise of my Lord will come, He will make it leveled to
the ground. And the promise of my Lord is always true."
[98]
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Explanation of Difficult Words

1. The word %ZJi used in the expression: X (% denotes what be-
comes a barrier against something. It may be a wall or mountain and it
may be natural or artificial. At this place, the word:  ,22Ji (as-saddain)
means two mountains that stood as a barrier against the intrusion of
Ya’juj and Ma’juj. But, they still attacked through the pass in between
the two mountains and which was closed by Dhul-Qarnain.

2. The word: ;7 (zubar) in: 55575 (zubar al-hadid - 96) is the plural
of: o (zubrah) which means sheets in the sense of pieces, fragments or
ingots of iron which were to be used in the wall designed to block the
pass, obviously a stronger device as compared to bricks and rocks.

3. The word: 5. a) (as-sadafain - 96) signifies the two sides of the
mountain facing each other.

4. According to most commentators, the last word: ks (gitr) in verse
96 means molten copper. There are some others who have explained 'gitr’
as molten iron or pewter. (al-Qurtubi)

5. The expression: :&%5 (dakkaa’a - 98) used about the wall means
what would crumble down to the level of the ground.

Commentary

The Identity of Ya’juj Ma’juj and the Location of the
Wall of Dhul-Qarnain

A lot of absurd and strange things disseminated through Isra’'ili
narratives and historical stories have found currency to the extent that
some commentators have also reported them in terms of their historical
status, though they themselves do not find them trustworthy. The truth
of the matter is that the Qur'an has mentioned it briefly and the Holy
Prophet S48 has informed his community also about the details as and
where necessary. What has to be believed in as part of one's faith is limit-
ed to what has been covered in the Quran, and Hadith. Beyond that,
whatever historical and geographical information has been provided by
commentators, Hadith experts and historians could be correct, or might
as well prove incorrect. As for the variant sayings of historians from
among those mentioned above, they are based on traces, analogies and
conjectures. Whether they are true or false, it simply does not affect
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what the Qur’an says.

At this place, I would first quote Ahadith which, according to re-
spected Hadith experts, are sound or trustworthy. After that, historical
narratives will be taken up to the measure of their need in the present
context.

Hadith Reports about Ya’juj Ma’juj

At least this much stands doubtlessly proved from the statements of
Qur’an, and Sunnah that Ya’juj Ma’juj are national entities from among
human beings. They are the progeny of Sayyidna Nuh ) very much
like them because so says the categorical statement (nags) of the Qurian:
L o ‘5,5 tisy which means that all human beings surviving on the
Earth after the Flood during the time of Sayyidna Nuh S48} shall all be
from among his progeny. Historical narratives converge on the fact that
they are of the progeny of Yafith son of Nuh ) - which is supported by
a weak Hadith as well. Regarding the rest of their antecedents, the
Hadith of Sayyidna an-Nawwas ibn Sam‘an 4% is most detailed and
sound in authority. It has been reported in the Sahih of Muslim and in
all books of Ahadith recognized for their authenticity. Hadith experts de-
clare it to be sound and authentic. This Hadith carries details concern-
ing the appearance of Dajjal (anti-Christ), the coming of Sayyidna ‘Isa
&%) and then, the appearance of Ya'juj Ma’juj. A translation of this en-
tire Hadith is being given below:

Sayyidna an-Nawwas ibn Sam‘n 4% says that one morning the Holy
Prophet % mentioned Dajjal (anti-Christ) and while doing that he said a
few things which showed the low and negative aspect of his profile (such
as his being one-eyed). Then, he also said a few things about him to the
effect that his emergence was a matter of ominous trial (such as Para-
dise and Hell being with him and other extra-ordinary aspects of his per-
sona). His narration (gripped us with such fear) as if Dajjal was lurking
somewhere (in the nearby) grooves of the date palms.

When we presented ourselves before him in the evening, he read our
confused inner condition and asked, 'What is the matter with you?'
(What did you conclude from what I had said?). We submitted, "You
talked about Dajjal in the morning. Of things you said about him some
seemed to belittle the matter of his emergence while you also said other
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things which seemed to highlight his matter to proportions of a great
trial to the extent that we thought he was present close to us in the
grooves of the date-palms!' Then he said, 'Not just the Dajjal, there are
other trials I fear may afflict you more (that is, the trial of Dajjal is not
as great as you have taken it to be). If he appears - and I am among you
- I shall confront him personally without you. And if he appears - and I
am not among you - everyone will try to confront him in terms of his
courage. And Allah is, in my absence, the guardian and protector of all
Muslims. (You will recognize him as) a young man - hard curly hair, one
eye protruding upwards (blind in the other as in other narratives). And
if I can liken him (in this ugly profile) with someone, it is ‘Abd al-Uzza
ibn Qatan (an ugly person from the tribe of Banu Khuza‘ah during the
Jahiliyyah). If a Muslim from among you runs into him, he should recite
the initial verses of Surah al-Kahf against him (which will keep him
protected from Dajjal). Dajjal will emerge from the empty space between
Syria and ‘Iraq creating havoc right and left. O servants of Allah, you
then stay firm against him.' We said, 'Ya Rasulallah, and how long will
he tarry on the Earth? He said, 'Forty days. But, the first day will be
equal to one year, and the second day to one month, and the rest of the
days equal to the usual.' We said, 'Ya Rasulallah, so on that day which
will be equal to one year, shall we be offering (the five-timed) Salah for
one day only?' He said, 'No. You will, rather, go by estimating time and
offering prayers for the whole year.' We said, 'Ya Rasulallah, how fast
will he be moving about the Earth? He said, 'Fast like the cloud being
followed by wind. Then he will pass by a people and ask them to rally
round his false beliefs. They will believe in him and respond to his call.
Then he will commission the clouds. They will start raining. He will
order the Earth. It will turn green and verdant (and herds of cattle will
graze therein) and when they return in the evening, their humps shall
be much higher than before and their udders shall be full of milk and
their waists shall be plumb. Then, Dajjal will pass by another people
and invite them to his disbelief. But, they will turn down his invitation.
Losing hope, when he goes away from them, these believers will be
stricken with famine and nothing of what once belonged to them will
remain in their hands. And when Dajjal will walk by this wasteland, he
will address it, saying: 'Bring your treasures out.' So, its treasures will
start following him like the honeybees follow their queen. Then Dajjal
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will call a man whose youth shall be in full bloom, strike him with a
sword and cut him into two pieces and the two pieces will be placed as
far apart as the distance between an archer and his target. Then he will
call him. He will come (alive) to Dajjal beaming with joy over his feat. In
the meantime, Allah Ta‘ald will send down Al-Masih ibn Maryam
(Sayyidna ‘Isa H€2Y). He will alight at the white tower in the eastern
part of Dimashqg (Damascus) clad in two colored sheets with both hands
resting on the wings of angels. When he bows his blessed head, drops of
water will drip down from there (as if one has just come out of the
shower). And when he raises his head up, from it drop silvery globules
like genuine pearls. Any disbeliever who breathes the air from his
breath will die that very instant and his breath will reach as far as
reaches his glance. Then he will look for him until he will overtake him
at the gate of Ludd (still there in Baytul-Maqdis by the same name) and
kill him. After that, ‘Isa ibn Maryam will come to people whom Allah
protected from Dajjal. He will then touch their faces (with compassion
for them) and give them the good news of having high ranks in Paradise.

While he would still be in the same state, Allah will reveal to ‘Tsa:
Verily, I am going to send forth the kind of men from among servants be-
longing to Me against whom no two hands will dare fight. So, you assem-
ble and take My servants to the sanctuary of Mount Tur (which
Sayyidna ‘Isa will do) and would send out Ya’juj and Ma’juj and they will
be seen hurtling down from every side. The first wave of them will pass
by Buhairah Tabariyyah. They would drink out everything in it and
when others of them will pass by it, (and seeing it dry) they will say:
'‘Surely, in this, there must have been water earlier in time.'

The prophet of Allah, ‘Isa, and his companions will take refuge on
the Mount Tur. Other believers will find sanctuaries in their own for-
tified places. Food supplies will be there, but it would run short where-
upon the head of a bull will be considered better than a hundred dinar.
Then, the prophet of Allah, ‘Isa, and his companions will turn to Allah
(and pray for the removal of their distress which will be answered) and
He will send an epidemic (worm in neck) and they will be annihilated en
masse to the last person. Then, the prophet of Allah, ‘Isa, and his com-
panions will come down from the Mount of Tur and see not a hand-span
worth of land remaining unfilled with corpses and (because of their de-
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composition) the place will be reeking with a strong stench. (Seeing this
state of affairs) the prophet of Allah, ‘Isa, and his companions will turn
to Allah (praying for the removal of this distress as well which Allah will
answer). He will send birds with necks like the neck of a camel. They
will haul these corpses and throw them at the place where Allah wills
(according to some narratives, they will put them away into the sea).

After that, Allah Ta‘ala will send rains. No clay home in the villages
and no Bedouin tent in the desert will remain without it. Lands will be
washed clean and left like mirror. Then, Allah Ta‘ala will tell the Earth,
'‘Grow your fruits and unravel the abundance of your blessings.' (And so
it shall be and such shall be the bliss of increase that) one pomegranate
will suffice as food for a group of people. And its shell will be used to
make canopies for protection against the Sun and milk will be so blessed
as to suffice for a large number of people. Milk from one cow will be
enough for everyone in a tribe and milk from one goat will be adequate
for a whole clan. (After forty years of this period of extra-ordinary abun-
dance, peace and protection, when the time due for Qiyamah will draw
near) Allah Ta‘ala will send a pleasant wind which will cause their arm-
pits to be benumbed and the soul of every believer and every Muslim will
be taken away. Left there will be the worst among human beings, the
wicked and the disbelieving ones, who will indulge in shame and outrage
on the Earth like donkeys. And it is against them that the Hour will
stand activated.'

As for the story of Ya’juj and Ma’juj, the narration of Sayyidna ‘Abd
al-Rahman ibn Yazid <% deals with it in greater detail. It says that once
they pass by Buhairah Tabariyyah, Ya’juj and Ma’juj will climb Jabal
al-Khamar, a mountain from among the mountains of Baytul-Maqdis,
and say, 'We have killed whoever there was on the Earth. Come, let us
now kill whoever there is out in the skies.” So they will shoot their ar-
rows towards the sky and Allah will make their arrows return back to
them smeared with blood (so that those dim-witted people are pleased
with the prospect that they have done away with whoever there was in
the skies).

About the story of Dajjal, the narration of Sayyidna Abu Sa‘id al-Khu-
dri % adds that Dajjal will stay away from al-Madinah al-Munawwa-
rah. When it will not be possible for him to reach even the link roads
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leading to it, he will come to a saline tract of land close to Madinah. At
that time, a man will come out to confront him and this man will be the
best of men at that time (or, among the best of men). Addressing him, he
will say, 'l am certain that you are the Dajjal about whom the Holy
Prophet % had told us.' (Hearing this), Dajjal will start saying, Tell me,
O people, if I kill this man, then make him alive, will you still doubt the
thing (about my being God)?' They said, 'No.' So he will kill him and then
bring him back to life whereupon he will tell Dajjal, 'By Allah, now I
have become more certain that you are the Dajjal.' Hence, Dajjal would
want to kill him (all over again), but he will remain unable to enforce it.
(Sahih Muslim)

According to a narration of Sayyidna Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri 4% appear-
ing in the Sahih of al-Bukhari and Muslim, the Holy Prophet % said,
"On the day of Qiyamah, Allah Ta‘ala will ask Sayyidna Adam k) ,
‘raise the Hell-bound from your progeny.' He will wonder, 'my Lord, who
are they? Then, the Divine command will go forth that nine hundred
and ninety nine of every one thousand are Hell-bound with only one
bound to go to Paradise. Scared, the noble Sahabah asked, 'Ya Rasulal-
lah, 'who from among us shall be the one bound to go to Paradise? There-
upon, he said, 'do not worry because out of these nine hundred and nine-
ty nine Hell-bound people, there will be only one from among you while,
ratio-wise, there will be a thousand from among the Ya’juj Ma’juj.' Ac-
cording to a narration of Sayyidna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 4% in the Musta-
drak of al-Hakim, the Holy Prophet % said that Allah Ta‘%la divided all
human beings into ten parts. Nine of these belong to Ya’juj Ma’juj while
the remaining one part covers the human beings of the whole world. (Ruh

al-Ma‘ani)

After having quoted these narrations in al-Bidayah wa an-Nihayah,
Ibn Kathir has written that it tells us that the number of Ya’juj Ma’juj is
significantly higher than the entire human population.

According to a narration of Sayyidna Abu Hurairah < appearing in
the Musnad of Ahmad and Abu Dawud with sound chains of authority,
the Holy Prophet % said that Isa ¥%E\ will live on the Earth for forty
years after his descension. As for the narration in Muslim which puts
this duration of stay at seven years, it has been rated as less in strength
or having some unapparent meaning (marjuh or mu'awwal) by Hafiz in



Surah Al-Kahf: 18:92 - 98 663

Fath al-Bari who has declared the very period of forty years as correct.
Then there are clarifications in Ahadith which report that this whole pe-
riod will be marked with peace and blessings. Absolutely no malice and
hostility will exist among people, none even between any two of them.
(Muslim and Ahmad)

Al-Bukhari reports from Sayyidna Abu Sad al-Khudri <8 that the
Holy Prophet % said that the Hajj and ‘Umrah of Baytullah will contin-
ue even after the emergence of Ya’juj Ma'’juj. (Tafsir Mazhari)

Al-Bukhari and Muslim report from Umm al-Mu’minin, Sayyidah
Zainab bint Jahsh that one day the Holy Prophet % woke up from sleep
with his blessed face red while he was saying: '
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‘La ilaha illallah. Alas for Arabia! Evil is drawing near. To-
day, a part of the Wall of Ya’juj Ma’juj has opened up like this'

and he made a ring by joining the tips of his thumb and index
finger (to indicate the size of the hole in the Wall).

Umm al-Mu'minin, Sayyidah Zainab s Ji «=, says that following
his statement, we submitted, 'Ya Rasulallah, is our destruction possible
even when we have righteous people among us? He said, 'Yes, it is - (par-
ticularly) when evil (khabath) abounds' (similar reports appear in the
two Sahihs from Sayyidna AbU Hurairah <, as in al-Bidayah wa an-Ni-
hayah of Ibn Kathir). That a hole was made into the Wall of Ya’juj
Ma’juj to the measure shown in the Hadith could be taken in the real
sense and also in a figurative one which would indicate the weakening of
the Wall made by Dhul-Qarnain. (Ibn Kathir, Abu Hayyan)

The Musnad of Ahmad, Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah report from a narra-
tion of Sayyidna Abli Hurairah <% that the Holy Prophet % said: Yajuj
Ma’juj keep digging through the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain. Doing it every-
day they reach the farthest part of this iron Wall so close as would make
the light on the other side become visible to them. But, at that point,
they say that they would dig all the way through it the next day, and re-
turn. However, Allah Ta‘ala makes it as strong as it was all over again.
Then comes the next day and they start anew to dig through it. This
cycle of their effort to dig and demolish and that of mending and fortify-
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ing from Allah's side will continue until such time up to which Allah
Ta‘ala intends to hold back Ya’juj Ma’juj. And when He intends to re-
lease them, they will dig, reach the farthest limit and say, 'If Allah wills,
we shall go across it tomorrow.’ (By making their effort dependent on the
name and will of Allah, they will have the taufig to succeed) So, when
they return the next day as usual, they will find the remaining non-dug
portion of the Wall as they had left it and this they will demolish and go
across.

Tirmidhi has reported this narration on the authority of Abu ‘Awa-
nah, Qatadah, Abi Rafl’, Abu Hurairah, in that order, and then he has
said: "ex g s 0 Y1 4 Y o ¢' (Unfamiliar. We do not know it except from
this source). Ibn Kathir has also reported this narration in his Tafsir
and then he has this to say:

S andy baze oSy (5 48 Lor 03l
Its chains of narrators are good and strong, but its text in the
matter of its ascension (the effort to raise the channel of trans-

mission up to attribute it the Holy Prophet % is not supported
by stronger sources).

Ibn Kathir comments on this Hadith in al-Bidayah wa an-Nihayah:
If it is held to be correct that this Hadith is not marfu‘ (traceable in as-
cending order to the Holy Prophet %), instead, is a narration from Ka'b
al-Ahbar, then, it becomes clear that it is not worthy of trust. Now there
is another possibility. The narration is regarded to be free from any error
made by the narrator. It is given the status of the very saying of the
Holy Prophet %, then, it would mean that this action of digging the
Wall by Ya’juj Ma’juj will start at the time when the hour of their emer-
gence draws close. And as for the statement of the Qur’an, that is, no
hole can be made in this Wall, it refers to the time when Dhul-Qarnain
had made it. This leaves no contradiction here. Moreover, it could also be
said that breaking a hole into the Wall means a hole which goes all the
way through it - and this narration states it clearly that this hole does
not go all the way through it. (Al-Bidayah, p. 12, v. 2)

In Fath al-Bari, Hafiz ibn Hajar has reported this Hadith with refer-
ence to ‘Abd ibn Humaid and Ibn Hibban as well and said that they all
narrate from Qatadah and some of their narrators are the authorities of
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‘the Sahih of al-Bukhari. Then, he has not entertained any doubt about
the Hadith being rated as marfu‘ (ascending to the Holy Prophet %).
Then he says with reference to Ibn al-‘Arabi that this Hadith contains
three Divine signs, that is, miracles: (1) That Allah Ta‘ala did not let
their minds think of the alternative of continuing their digging operation
round the clock including the day and night both. If so, it would have not
been at all difficult for a people with so many of them to work in shifts of
day and night with specified assignment of duties. (2) That their minds
were turned away from taking the option of scaling over the Wall by
using artifices and devices. Although, from a narration of Wahb ibn Mu-
nabbih, it becomes clear that these people tilled the land which also
yielded fruits and they used instruments of many kinds in this process.
It should have not been difficult for them under these circumstances to
assemble together the means of scaling the Wall. (3) That for such a long
time it never occurred to them that they should have said, Insha’Allah:
If Allah wills, and that this statement will issue forth through their
speech only when the time of their emergence will come close.

Ibn al-‘Arabi has said that this Hadith also tells us that there are
people among the Ya’juj Ma’juj who believe in the existence of Allah and
in His Will. Then, it is also possible that Allah Ta‘ala may cause this
statement to issue forth through their speech without having any belief
and they find their job all done with its barakah (ashrat as-sa‘ak by as-Sayy-
id Muhammad, p. 154). But, what is obvious here is that they too have re-
ceived the call of the blessed prophets. Otherwise, according to the textu-
al authority of the Qur'an (nags), they should not be subjected to the
punishment of Jahannam: Y., &35 ‘.r’ L e 50 (And it is not Our way
to punish [anyone] unless We send a rrfessenger - al-Isra’, 17:15). This
tells us that the invitation to believe has reached them too. But, they
chose to stick by their denial. However, there will also be some people
among them who would be subscribing to the view that Allah exists and
that He has intention and will - though, having this much of a belief is
not sufficient for ’Im@n or faith, unless there is the essential faith in
Prophet-hood and Hereafter. However, the saying of 'Insha'Allah': If

Allah wills, despite Kufr (disbelief), is not a far out possibility.

Conclusions drawn from the narrations of Hadith
That which stands proved about Ya’juj Ma’juj from the statements of
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the Holy Prophet # as in the Ahadith cited above is given below:

(1) Ya’juj Ma’juj are the progeny of Sayyidna Nuh M&E) like the rest
of human beings. The majority of Hadith experts and historians identify
them as the progeny of Yafith, the son of Nuh $€8). And it is also obvious
that the progeny of Yafith son of Nuh had spread itself out far and wide
among different tribes, nationalities and many a populated areas
between the period of Sayyidna Nuh &%) and that of Dhul-Qarnain.
Thus, it is not necessary that the races known as Ya’juj Ma’juj were
pinned down as a whole exclusively behind the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain.
There must have been some of their tribes and nationalities living on the
other side of the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain. However, it can be said that the
savage killers and destroyers among them were restrained through the
Wall of Dhul-Qarnain. Historians refer to them generally as Turks,
Mangkhol or Mongols. But, from among these, the name of Ya’juj; Ma’juj
applies only to the savage, uncivilized, blood-thirsty tyrants who re-
mained untouched by civilization. The Turks, Mangkhols or Mongols
who became civilized stand unsubstantiated by this name.

(2) The number of Ya’juj Ma’jyj is several times higher than the num-
ber of the human beings of the whole world, at least at the ratio of one to
ten. (Hadith #2)

(3) The tribes and nationalities of Ya’juj Ma’juj stopped from crossing
over to the other side of the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain will remain so re-
strained right through the close of the zero Hour of the Last Day of
Qiyamah. The time destined for their emergence will be preceded by the
appearance of Mahdi and Masih i lgde and that of Dajjal (the
anti-Christ). They will be released exactly after Isa %8 has descended
and has killed Dajjal. (Hadith #1)

(4) At the time Ya’juj Ma’juj are to be released, the Wall of Dhul-Qar-
nain will crumble down all leveled to the ground verse 18:98). The merciless
hordes of Ya’juj Ma’juj would present an spectacle when, coming down
from the mountain slopes all simultaneously, the speed of their descent
would give the impression that they are sliding down to the ground en
masse. These countless savage humans will hit the whole earth and its
population. No one would be able to stand up against the killing and
plunder by them. The apostle of Allah, Sayyidna Tsa $&&) will, under Di-
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vine command, take refuge on Mount Tur along with his believing com-
panions. People in other habitations of the world will seek asylum in
available safe places. When supplies run out, necessities of life will be-
come highly expensive. As for the rest of human population, these sav-
ages will finish them off and lick out their rivers. (Hadith #1)

(5) Then, it will be through the prayer of Sayyidna ‘Isa 8 and his
companions that these countless locust like peoples will be destroyed si-
multaneously. The earth will be covered up with their dead bodies and
the stench from which would make human rehabilitation on the earth
difficult. (Hadith #1)

(6) Then, it will be through the prayer of Sayyidna ‘Isa 6%} and his
companions once again that their dead bodies would be disposed of into
the sea or made to disappear altogether and the whole earth will be
washed clean through a universal rain. (Hadith #1)

(7) After that, there shall come a reign of peace lasting for nearly
forty years. The earth will open the gates of its blessings. No one will re-
main poor and needy. No one will hurt or harass anyone. Peace and com-
fort shall prevail universally. (Hadith #3)

(8) During this period of peace, the Hajj and ‘Umrah of Baytullah
will continue. (Hadith #4) As for the death of Sayyidna ‘Isa 45 and his
burial in the Sacred Mausoleum, it already stands proved from the nar-
rations of Hadith. This too will transpire when he will travel to Hijaz for
Hajj or ‘Umrah. (As reported by Muslim from Sayyidna Abu Hurairah
% - explanatory note). After that, he will die in al-Madinah al-Taiyyi-
bah and buried in the Sacred Mausoleum.

(9) During the later period of the life of the Holy Prophet ;%, he was
shown a dream activated through a revelation (wahy) that a hole had
opened up in the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain, which he declared to be a sign of
impending evil for Arabia. Some Hadith experts (al-muhaddithin) have
interpreted the opening of a hole in this Wall as real. Some others have
taken it figuratively in the sense that this Wall of Dhul-Qarnain has be-
come weak, the time of the emergence of Ya’juj Ma’juj has come close
and its effects will show up in the form of Arab decline. Allah knows
best.
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(10) After his descent, he will stay on the earth for forty years. (Ha
dith #3) Earlier than him, the period of Mahdi 3%\ will also be that of
forty years, part of which will feature the confluence and cooperation of
both. In his book, Ashrat al-Sa‘ah (p.145), Sayyid Sharif Barzanji has said
that the period of Sayyidna ‘Isa $&8) will follow the killing of Dajjal and
the peace prevailing thereafter and extend to forty years. This will make
his total stay in the world for a period of forty-five years. And, it has
been mentioned on page 112 that Mahdi LB will appear a thirty plus |
years before Sayyidna ‘Isa $58) and the total period credited to him will
be that of forty years. Thus, the presence of the two blessed souls shall
coincide for a number of five, or seven years, and both their periods will
be marked by a reign of justice throughout the world. The earth will
open up the gates of its blessings, neither will anyone remain poor, nor
will anyone bear malice and hostility against anyone else. Of course, the
great trial of the appearance of Dajjal will hit the whole world during
the later period of Mahdi {&E) - with the exception of Makkah, Madinah,
Baytul-Maqdis and the Mount of Tur. This trial will be the greatest as
compared to the rest of the trials the world has faced. Dajjal and his dis-
order will last for forty days only. But, out of these forty days, the first
day will be that of one year, the second day that of one week and the rest
of days will be like they usually are. One way this can happen is that
these days are really made to be that long - because, during those later
times, nearly all events will be extraordinary and miraculous in nature.
Then, it is also possible that the days and nights keep alternating as
they usually do. But, it stands proved from Hadith that Dajjal would be
a great magician. When so, it is also possible that, under the spell of his
magic, common people remain unable to notice this revolutionary change
in the alternation of days and nights and continue seeing this phenome-
na as nothing but one usual day. As for the injunction in Hadith of per-
forming Salah during that day on the estimated analogy of usual days, it
also seems to support the assumption that the days and nights would be
changing really, but people would not realize it cognitively. Therefore, in
this day of one year, the order given was to perform Salah for three hun-
dred sixty days. Otherwise, had the day been really one day only, the
rules of the Shari‘ah would have required only five Salahs as obligatory
for one day as such. In short, the total period of Dajjal will have forty
such days.



Surah Al-Kahf: 18:92 - 98 669

After that, Sayyidna Tsa L) will descend, kill the Dajjal and put an
end to the disorder created by him. However, quite close to that the
Ya’juj Ma’juj will emerge unleashing another spate of disorder, pillage
and killing. But, the period of their presence will not go beyond a few
days when they too will be destroyed all simultaneously as a result of
the prayer of Sayyidna ‘Isa %8 In short, there will be two ominous
trials of Dajjal and Ya’juj Ma’juj during the later period of Sayyidna
Mahdi ¥&8) and the early period of Sayyidna Isa H€E8) which will shake
the people of the entire earth upside down. Before and after these
counted few days, however, the whole world will experience justice,
peace and blessings. During the period of Sayyidna Tsa 448, there will
remain on the earth no creed and religion other than Islam. The earth
will start sending forth its hidden treasures. No one will remain poor
and needy. Even beasts and poisonous life forms will not hurt anyone.

An essential point of guidance:

As far as the information given above about the Ya’juj Ma’juj and the
Wall of Dhul-Qarnain, these have been communicated to the Muslim
Ummah by the Quran, and the Ahadith of the Holy Prophet % Believ-
ing in it as such is necessary and opposition, impermissible. Now there
remains the area of geographical and racial investigation as to questions
like - Where is the wall of Dhul-Qarnain located? Who are these people
called Ya’juj Ma’juj? Where do they live now? Here, it can be said that
no Islamic ‘Aqidah (article of faith) depends on knowing this, nor does
the understanding of any verse of the Qur’an hinge on it. But, the relig-
ious scholars of the Muslim Ummabh, only in order to answer the absur-
dities dished out by antagonists and to provide additional insight, have
discussed this subject in details. A part of it is being reported here.

Views of Muslim scholars

In his Tafsir, al-Qurtubi has reported from as-Suddiyy that twen-
ty-one of the twenty-two tribes of Ya’juj Ma’juj were shut off by the Wall -
of Dhul-Qarnain. One of their tribes was left out on the inner side of the
Wall of Dhul-Qarnain. They are Turks. After that, al-Qurtubi says that
the sayings of the Holy Prophet % about the Turks resemble the Ya’juj
Ma’juj and that the incidence of a war between them and Muslims dur-
ing the later times appears in a hadith of the Sahih of Muslim. At pre-
sent, he continues: A large number of Turk people are arrayed against
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Muslims. Only Allah knows their exact number and only He can save
Muslims from their evil. It appears as if they are the Ya’juj Ma’juj - or,
at least, are their forerunners. (Al-Qurtubi, p. 58, v.11) (Al-Qurtubi belongs
to the sixth century of Hijrah when the Tatar onslaught came and de-
stroyed the Islamic Caliphate. This great upheaval is well known in Is-
lamic history and the Tatars are reputed to be from the Mogol or Mongk-
hol Turks). But, as for al-Qurtubi, he has simply said that they
resembled the Ya'ju) Ma’juj and could be their forerunners. He has not
identified the havoc caused by the Tatars as the emergence of the Ya’juj
Ma’juj which is one of the signs of the coming of the last day of Qiyamah.
The reason is that the Hadith of the Sahih of Muslim mentioned above
makes it clear that this emergence will come to pass after the descent of
Sayyidna Tsa %8 during his period.

Therefore, ‘Allamah ’Alusi has, in his Tafsir Ruh al-Ma‘ani, strongly
refuted the position of those who have taken the Tatars as the Ya’juj
Ma’juj. According to him, the very thought is a flagrant error and certain-
ly an opposition to the textual authority of Hadith. However, this much
he too said that this havoc, no doubt, did resemble the havoc to be
caused by the Ya’juj Ma’juj. (Ruh, p. 44, v. 16) It proves that the view of
some contemporary historians who take modern Russia or China or both
as the Ya’juj and Ma’jiij would have not been really wrong. However, the
condition is that they should have meant by it the same thing said by
al-Qurtubi and al-’Altsi, that is, the upheaval caused by them resembled
that of the Ya’juj and Ma’juj. But, declaring it to be the very emergence
of the Ya’juj Ma’juj - something reported in the Qur'an, and Hadith as
signs of Qiyamah and which was due to come after the descent of Sayyid-
na ‘Isa 448 - is absolutely wrong. The approach is erroneous and it
betrays a rejection of the textual authority (nusus) of Hadith.

Famous historian, Ibn Khaldun has taken up this subject in the pro-
legomena of his history. As part of his description of the sixth kingdom,
he has alluded to the geographical location of the Ya’juj Ma’juj and the
Wall of Dhul-Qarnain as follows:

"Inhabiting towards the west, in the ninth part of the seventh
kingdom, there are tribes of Turks called d\=3 (ginjag) [Qipcaq
or Qypchaq as in Bertold Spuler] and -5 » (Cherkess)[Circas-
sians, the Caucasian people, as in Spuler]. The eastern side is
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populated by the Ya'juj Ma'juj. In between the two, Mount Cau-
casus draws the line of demarcation. It has been mentioned ear-
lier that it begins from al-bahr al-muhit located in the east of
the fourth kingdom and goes up to the northern end of the king-
dom. Then, receding away from al-bahr al-muhit, it continues
in a north-western direction and enters the ninth part of the
fifth kingdom. From here, it reverts to its first direction until it
enters the ninth part of the seventh kingdom. Once it reaches
there, it goes from the south in a north-western direction.
Located in between this mountain range is the "'Wall of Alex-
ander.' It is situated in the middle of the ninth part of the
seventh kingdom as we have identified earlier and the Qur’an
too informs us about it.

In his book of geography, ‘Abdullah ibn Khurdazbih has reported the
dream of the ‘Abbasi Khalifah, Wathiq Billah in which he had seen that
the Wall had opened up. As a result, he woke up all upset and sent his
emissary, Sallam on a fact-finding mission. On his return, he reported
the condition and distinct features of this very Wall." (Mugaddimah ibn
Khaldun, p. 79)

That Wathiq Billah, the Abbasi Khalifah sent an observer group to
investigate the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain and that it did return after having
made the investigation has been mentioned by Ibn Kathir too in
al-Bidayah wa an-Nihayah. Also said there is that this Wall has been
made in iron with huge locked gates and is located towards the
north-east. After narrating the event, Tafsir Kabir and al-Tabari add:
One who comes back after having seen the Wall reaches the barren
fields facing Samarkand in the company of guides. (Tafsir Kabir, v. 5, p. 513)

The great scholar of Islam and my revered teacher, Maulana Anwar
Shah Kashmiri has mentioned Ya’juj Ma’juj and the Wall of Dhul-Qar-
nain in his book, sl ade pwce Sl 3 pDYlisie, Though it is an adjunct of
his book yet, whatever he has mentioned there measures up to the high-
est level of investigation and Tradition. He said: To remain protected
against the plunder and devastation by mischievous and savage human
beings walls have been built on the earth, not simply at one place but at
several places. Different kings have built these at various places during
different ages. Most famous and the largest among these is the Great
Wall of China. Its length given by Abu Hayyan al-Andulusi (the royal
historian of the Iranian Court) is twelve hundred miles. It was founded
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by Faghfur, the Emperor of China, and that the date of its inception goes

‘back to three thousand four hundred and sixty years after the advent of
Sayyidna Adam %8 and also that the Moghul people (Mongol or
Mongkhol) call this Great Wall, ‘atkuwah’, and the Turks, ‘burqurqah.
Then he has acknowledged that several walls of this nature are found at
other places as well.

Our leading fellow-servant of the Faith, Maulana Hifzur-Rahman
Sihwarwi, may he rest in peace, has given a well-documented historical
detail elaborating the statement of Shaykh Kashmiri in his well-known
book, Qasas al-Qur’an. A gist is given below:

The range of the evil savagery of Ya’juj Ma’juj was so extensive that,
on the one hand, the people of southern Caucasia suffered from their ty-
rannical onslaughts while, on the other hand, the inhabitants of Tibet
and China also served as sitting targets of their savagery. It was to stay
safe from these very Ya’juj Ma’juj that protective walls were built at vari-
ous place during different ages. The largest among these is the Great
Wall of China mentioned earlier.

The second Wall is located near Bukhara and Tirmidh in Central
Asia. It is situated at a place called Darband (meaning ‘blocked pas-
sage'). This Wall was there during the time of the famous Moghul king,
Taimur Lang (Timur, the Lame; Tamerlane). The German confidant of
the Roman King, Cella Berger, has mentioned him in his book. Kilafchu,
the emissary of Castille, the King of Andulusia has also referred to him
in his travelogue. When he presented himself as the emissary of his King
before Taimur, he had passed by this spot. He writes that the Wall of
Bab al-Hadid (Iron Gate) is situated on the route coming from Mousel
and which lies in between Samarkand and India. (From Tafsir Jawahir
al-Qur’an by al-Tantawi, v. 9. p. 198)

The third Wall is located in Daghistan in Russia. This too is famous
by the name of Darband (blocked passage) and Bab al-Abwab (The Gate
of gates). Yaqut al-Hamawi in MuYim al-Buldan, al-Idrisi in al-Jughrafi-
ah and Bustani in Dairatul-MaGrif have described these in great details,
a gist of which is as follows:

"In Daghistan, Darband’ is a Russian city. It is situated on the west-
ern shore of Bahr Khadir (Caspian Sea), latitude 43.3 North and longi-
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tude 48.15 east. It is also called 'Darband Nausherwan'. Another name
for it, 'Bab al-Abwab,' is also famous."

The fourth Wall is located in the higher parts of Caucasia towards
the west of this very 'Bab al-Abwab where, in between two mountains,
there is a pass well known as the Daryal Pass. This fourth Wall is right
here and is known as the Wall of Qafqaz or Mount Qoga or Koh Qaf
(Caucasus). About it, Bustani writes:

"And close to it (the Wall of Bab al-Abwab), there is another Wall
which goes on extending towards the West. In all likelihood, this may
have been built by the people of Faris (Persia) as a measure of defense
against the northern Berbers. Since the identity of its founder was not
authentically known, some people have attributed it to Alexander while
some others have ascribed it to Cyrus and Nausherwan. And Yaqut says
that it has been constructed with molten copper.” (Dziratul-Ma‘arif, v. 7, p.
651; Mu‘jimul-Buldan, v. 8, p. 9)

Since all these Walls are in the North and have been built for a sin-
gle need, therefore, difficulties have come up in determining as to which
of these is the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain. And the major confusion has
showed up in the case of the last two Walls because the name of both the
places is Darband and there is a Wall also present at both. Out of the
four Walls mentioned above, the Great Wall of China is the longest and
the oldest. About it, no one says that it is the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain.
Then, instead of being in the North, it is in the Far East - and that it is
in the North is clear as indicated by the Quran al-Karim.

Now, the thing revolves between the remaining three Walls which
happen to be but in the North. Out of these, speaking generally, histo-
rians - MasUdi, Istakhri, Hamawi and others - identify the Wall located
in Daghistan, or at Darband in the Caucasian territory of Bab al-Abwab
by the Caspian Sea as the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain. Historians who have
called the Wall and Darband of Bukhara and Tirmidh as being the Wall
of Dhul-Qarnain have, most likely, been confused because of the common
factor of the word, Darband. At this point, its location stands nearly
fixed. Now, it can be said that it is situated in Bab al-Abwab by the Dar-
band of Caucasia in the territory of Daghistan, or is located even at a
higher altitude of the Mountain of Qafqaz or Qaf (Caucasus). As for a
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Wall being there on both these places is a fact proved by historians.

By way of further refinement in between the two probabilities given
above, my revered teacher, Maulana Sayyid Muhammad Anwar Shah
has, in ‘Agidatul-Islam, given preference to the Wall of Koh Qaf (Qafqaz:
Caucasus) as being the Wall built by Dhul-Qarnain. (‘Aqidatul-Islam, p. 297)

The Wall of Dhul-Qarnain: Is it still there? Will it be there until
Qiyamah? Or, has it disintegrated?

Historians and geographers of Europe do not recognize the presence
of any of these northern Walls in our time, nor do they admit that the
passage of the Ya’juj and Ma’juj is still blocked. On that basis, some Mus-
lim historians have also started saying and writing that the event of the
emergence of the Ya’juj and Ma’juj mentioned in the Qur'an, and Hadith
has already taken place. Some of them have declared the great on-
slaught of Tatars in the sixth century Hijrah as being the emergence of
Ya’juj and Ma’juj mentioned by the Qur'an and Hadith. Still others have
found it sufficient to equate the contemporary rise of the Russian, Chi-
nese and European peoples with the emergence of the Ya’juj and Ma’juj
and have thereby closed the case conveniently. But, all this is - as stated
earlier with reference to Ruh al-Ma‘ani - totally wrong. To say that the
particular emergence of the Ya'juj and Ma’juj mentioned by the Quran
was a sign of Qiyamah translates as a denial of Sahih Ahadith. The
Sahih Hadith of Muslim narrated by al-Nawwas ibn Sam‘an <%, and oth-
ers says that Qiyamah will come after three events have taken place.
These events will be the emergence of Dajjal (anti-Christ), the descent of
Sayyidng ‘Tsa ¥E| and the killing of Dajjal. How can it be said that it
has already come to pass! The reason is obvious. The Dajjal has not
emerged. Sayyidna Tsa 42 has yet to descend. And there is no doubt
about it.

Nevertheless, it is not counter to any textual authority (nass) of
Qur'an, and Sunnah that the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain may have disinte-
grated now and some people from among the Ya’juj Ma’juj may have
come on this side. However, this will remain subject to the condition that
one admits that their last and the most massive onslaught, which will
prove to be the destroyer of the entire human population, has not come
yet. In fact, it will come after the great manifestation of the signs of
Qiyamah mentioned earlier, that is, the appearance of the Dajjal and
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the descent of Sayyidna ‘Tsa J&&) ete.

The considered view of ‘Allamah Kashmiri Jw 4 &>, in this matter
is that the European assertion that they have scanned the whole world
and have found no trace of this Wall bears no weight. First of all, the re-
ason is that they themselves have clearly admitted that, despite having
reached the zenith of travel and research, there remain many forests, riv-
ers and islands about which they had been unable to collect information.
Then, not too remote is the probability that the Wall, despite being pre-
sent, may now have taken the form of a mountain because of mountains
crumbling and joining together. But, no absolute textual authority (nass)
contradicts the fact of this Wall disintegrating before Qiyamah, or of
some people from the Ya’juj Ma’juj crossing over to this side by taking
some distant and long-winding route.

The strongest argument put forward in favor of this Wall of
Dhul-Qarnain surviving until the last day of Qiyamah is based on the
statement of the Quran: ;57 Wi /3, 4 ;& 56 (98). Here, Dhul-Qarnain
says, 'when the promise of my Lord will materialize (that is, the time
will come for the Ya’ju) Ma’juj to appear), Allah Ta‘ala will make this
Wall crumble down to ground level.' The proponents of this argument
have interpreted the words: |, %y (the promise of my Lord) in this verse
in the sense of Qiyamah, the Last Day - although, the words of the
Qur’an are not definite and categorical about it. The reason is that the
Qur’anic words: i, %y (the promise of my Lord) carry a very clear sense
of their own. So, what is meant here is that the arrangement made by
Dhul-Qarnain to block the entry of the Ya’juj Ma’juj may not necessarily
remain there, as is, forever. When Allah Ta‘ala wills to have the passage
open to them, this Wall will lie demolished. Therefore, it is not necessary
that it would happen precisely close to the Qiyamah. Accordingly, all
commentators have mentioned both probabilities in the sense of: [, &
(the promise of my Lord). It appears in Tafsir al-Bahr al-Muhit: ’

C.)"'L‘JCJ”“-’-(:JJ"L“""';JM-;‘J‘-'O‘J‘&“;BH'J:"A‘-'"‘J‘-"O‘J’“‘—"‘-"'\;erj
And the promise has the probability that meant by it is the

Day of Qiyamah and that meant by it is the time of the emer-
gence of the Ya’juj and Ma’juj.

One way of verifying this could be the eventuality that the Wall lies
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demolished, the passage has opened up and the onslaught of the Ya’juj
and Ma’juj has begun. It does not matter whether its beginning is taken
to be from the havoc caused by the Tatar in the sixth century Hijrah, or
from the present ascendancy of the peoples of Europe, Russia and China.
But, it is evident that the aggressive emergence of these civilized peoples
- something taking place in a constitutional and legal framework - can-
not be classed as rank disorder which is being particularly pointed out
by the Quran and Hadith. The anatomy of havoc given there is that it
will unfold in the form of such a magnitude of merciless bloodshed and
devastation that it will eliminate the entire human population. Rather,
the outcome will, then, be that some nationalities of these very Ya’juj
Ma’juj had turned civilized after having moved to this side. They certain-
ly turned out to be the source of great disorder and trial for Islamic coun-
tries. But, till now, their savage counterparts who know nothing but
bloodshed have not come to this side as destined - and the majority of
them are of that kind. These will emerge very close to Qiyamah.

The source of the second argument is the Hadith of Tirmidhi and the
Musnad of Ahmad where it is said that the Ya’juj Ma’juj keep digging
this Wall everyday. But, first of all, Ibn Kathir has declared this Hadith
to be malul (defective despite its apparently correct chain of narrators).
Secondly, in the Hadith itself, there is no clarification that the day Ya’juj
and Ma’juj will cross over the Wall by virtue of saying Insha’Allah the
thing will happen necessarily close to the Qiyamah. Then, the Hadith
does not provide any proof either that the whole lot of the Ya’juj and
Ma’juj will remain restrained behind the Wall. Even if some groups, or
nationalities, from among them were to come to this side by taking some
distant and long-winding route, it will still not be too far out an eventual-
ity in the presence of powerful modern ships. In fact, some historians
have mentioned that the Ya’juj Ma’juj have found the way to reach this
side via long sea travel. If so, the Hadith does not contradict that either.

In short, there is no clear and definite proof in the Quran and Sun-
nah that goes on to establish that the Wall of Dhul-Qarnain will remain
standing right through the last day of Qiyamah. Or, their elementary
and insignificant attacks against the human population on this side will
not be possible. However, in all certainty, the time of that horrific and
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devastating onslaught which will destroy the entire human population
will be but close to the Qiyamah as has been mentioned repeatedly. To
sum up, it can be said that based on the textual authority (nusus) of the
Qur’an, and Sunnah, it is not possible to give an absolute verdict that
the Wall against the Ya’juj and Ma’juj has disintegrated leaving the pas-
sage open. Nor can it be said that, according to the Qur’an, and Sunnabh,
it is necessary that it survives up to the Qiyamah. Both probabilities ex-
ist. And Pure and High is Allah who knows reality best.

Verses 99 - 101
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And on that day, We will leave them (Ya’juj and Ma’juj)
surging over one another. And the Horn shall be blown
then We shall gather them together. [99] And on that day
We will bring Jahannam fully exposed before the infid-
els [100] whose eyes were under a cover against My re-
minders, and they were not able to listen. [101]

Commentary

As for the pronoun of the word: »4:2% (ba‘dahum) in 3 7'y &5 s ian
o2~ (And on that day, We will leave them [Ya’juj and Ma’juj] surging
over one another - 99), it is obvious that it reverts back to Ya'juj Ma’ju;.
Then, as for their condition described therein - 'surging over one another'
- it is also obvious that this will be their state when the passage lies
open for them and they will be hastening their way from the hilly
heights down to the ground. Commentators have suggested other pro-
babilities as well.

The pronoun in: s'"@;’““"" (fajamanahum: Then We shall gather them
together - 99) is reverting back to the creation at large, human beings
and the Jinn. The sense is that the entire creation of human beings and
the Jinn who have been obligated with the percepts of the Shari‘ah (mu-
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kallaf) shall be gathered together on the plains of Resurrection
(al-Hashr).

Verses 102 - 108
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Do, then, the disbelievers deem (it fit) that they take My
servants as patrons beside Me? Surely, We have pre-
pared Jahannam as entertainment for the disbelievers.
[102]

Say, "Shall We tell you about the greatest losers in re-
spect of (their) deeds? [103] Those are the ones whose ef-
fort in the worldly life has gone in vain while they think
they are doing well. [104] Those are the ones who disbe-
lieved in the signs of their Lord and in the meeting with
Him, so their deeds have gone waste and We shall not as-
sign to them any weight. [105] That is their punishment,
the Jahannam, for they disbelieved and made My signs
and My messengers a mockery. [106]

Surely those who believed and did righteous deeds
theirs are the Gardens of Firdaus as entertainment [107]
where they will live forever and will not wish to move
from there," [108]

Commentary _
According to Tafsir al-Bahr al-Muhit, in the first verse (102): Gl
s 7505 e Gols Vpdsnd O 7% 220 (Do, then, the disbelievers deem [it fit]
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that they take My servants as patrons beside Me?), there is an elision
(<d~: hadhp) in the text at this place, that is: sbu¥i LUl O griz y bl ggs Ao .
As such, it would mean: Do these disbelieving people who have taken
My servants - instead of Me - as the objects of their worship and the dis-
pensers of their matters and problems think that this make-shift ar-
rangement made by them would bring them some benefit and they
would enjoy it?' This is a form of interrogative meant for negation or dis-
approval. In short, it means that such thinking is wrong, a mark of ignor-
ance.

The word: wsCs ({badi: My servants) used here means angels, and
the particular prophets whom the people of the world worshiped taking
them as partners in the pristine divinity of Allah - as Sayyidna ‘Uzair
and Sayyidn& Masih s\ Lugle. Those who worshiped angels were some
Arabs. As for those who ascribed partners to Allah, the Jews and Chris-
tians both did it. The Jews did it in respect of Sayyidna ‘Uzair 8 and
the Christians, in respect of Sayyidna ‘Isa M&E). Therefore, meant here
by: 1 25 (al-ladhina kafaru: Those who disbelieved) in this verse are
these very groups of disbelievers. Some commentators have taken sts
(‘“badi: My servants) at this place to mean satans. In that case, Vy,& (240l
(those who disbelieved) would mean disbelievers who worship the Jinn
and satans. Some other commentators have taken :Us (9badi: My ser-
vants) at this place in the general sense of something created, under
mastery, which becomes inclusive of all false objects of worship, idols,
fire and stars. Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanavi Jw AU ,» has referred to
this aspect in the Summary of his Tafsir Bayan al-Qur’an while explain-
ing servants as subjects. However, the first explanation given above has
been rated as weightier in al-Bahr al-Muhit and other Tafsirs. Allah
knows best.

The word: : Wy (awliya’) is the plural of Js (waliyy). This word is used
in the Arabic language to carry several meanings. At this place, it means
one who gets things done, resolves matters, fulfills needs - which is the
particular attribute of the true object of worship. The purpose thereby is
to take them as objects of worship.

s

Who are those referred to as: YUi o J.Ma-\h (The greatest losers in re-
spect of [their] deeds - 103)? At this place, the first two verses (101, 102)
are, in terms of their general sense, inclusive of every individual or
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group that would put in a lot of effort in some deeds taking them to be
good, but with Allah their effort is ruined and their deed, wasted.
Al-Qurtubi said that this situation is caused due to two things. One: Cor-
ruption in Belief. Two: Hypocrisy. It means that a person whose very Be-
lief and Faith is not correct - no matter how good he is in his deeds and
how painstaking in his effort - will find all this useless and wasted in the
Hereafter.

Similarly, the deed of anyone who acts for the pleasure of the created
by way of hypocrisy, that deed too will remain deprived of thawab (re-
ward). It is in terms of this general sense that some revered Sahabah
have declared the Kharjites as the substantiation of this verse. Then,
there are some commentators who take the Mu‘tazilah, the Rawafid and
some others as the groups who have strayed away from the straight
path. But, in the next verse (105), it has been determined that meant at
this place are those particular disbelievers who deny the verses of Allah
Ta‘%ala and the coming of Qiyamah and Akhirah. It was said: y,& ‘_,a-\ﬁ JJ o)
FHHY) ‘..4.. "« (Those are the ones who disbelieved in the signs of their
Lord and in the meeting with Him). Therefore, al-Qurtubi, Abu Hayyan,
Mazhari and others prefer the view that really meant at this place are
particular disbelievers who deny Allah, the Last Day and the Reckoning
of deeds. But, apparently too, even those people whose deeds were
ruined by their corrupted beliefs and whose effort had gone waste cannot
remain unaffected by its general sense. As for the related sayings re-
ported from Sayyidna ‘Ali and Sa‘d &, this is precisely what they mean.
(Qurtubi)

The last sentence in the same verse (105): U3y £l Yy (._.wb (and We
shall not assign to them any weight) means that thelr deeds may appear
to be great outwardly, but when placed on the balance of reckoning, they
will carry no weight. The reason is that these deeds will be of no use and
will not carry any weight because of kufr (disbelief) and shirk (ascribing
of partners to Allah).

According to a Hadith of Sayyidna Abu Hurairah &% appearing in
the Sahih of al-Bukhari and Muslim, the Holy Prophet & said: 'On the
day of Qiyamah, there will come a tall and heavy man who, in the sight
of Allah, will not be worth the weight of a mosquito." Then he said: 'If
you wish to verify it, recite this verse of the Quran: Gy aul ¢ 4 ¢ 96
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(and We shall not assign to them any weight).'

Sayyidna AbU Sa‘id al-Khudri &% says: '(on the day of Qiyamah)
deeds as big as the mountains of Tihamah will be brought in. But, they
will carry no weight on the balance of justice.’ (Qurtubi)

The word: _.s>4) (al-Firdaus) in: #9525 (Gardens of Firdaus)
means a verdant valley full of fruits and flowers - with reference to Para-
dise. However, difference exists as to the origin of this word. Is it Arabic,
or is it non-‘Arabic? Those who call it non-Arabic have to refine it fur-
ther. Is it Persian or Greco-Roman or Syriac? There are different views
about this.

It appears in the Sahih of al-Bukhari and Muslim that the Holy
Prophet % said: 'when you ask of Allah, ask for Jannatul-Firdaus be-
cause it is the highest and the superior most rank of Jannah. Above it,
there is the Throne of the Rahman and from it issue forth all streams of
‘Jannah.' (Qurtubi)

The purpose of the last sentence: Yy Lle 05y (and will not wish to
move from there - 108) is to tell that this station of Jannah is a never-end-
ing, ever-lasting blessing for them. The reason is that Allah Ta‘la has
promulgated His command to the effect that whoever has entered Jan-
nah will never be expelled from there. But, there was the possibility of
some doubt crossing someone's heart, for human beings naturally get fed
up by living at one place. They wish to move out and go to other places.
Now, if they were not allowed to go elsewhere out of Jannah, they might
start feeling the pinch of a sort of restriction. This was answered in the
verse by saying that taking Jannah on the analogy of other places is
rank ignorance. Once a person goes into the Jannah, everything he saw
and lived with in the mortal world would find all that trifling in the pres-
ence of the bliss and beauty of Jannah and - so blessed in that manner -
no one would ever even think of going out of here.

Verses 109 - 110
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Say, "If the ocean were to be ink for the Words of my
Lord, the ocean would have been consumed before the
Words of my Lord are exhausted, even though we were
to bring another one, like it, in addition."[109]

Say, "Surely, I am but a human being like you; it is re-
vealed to me that your God is the One God. So the one
who hopes to meet his Lord must do righteous deed and
must not associate anyone in the worship of his Lord."
[110]

Commentary

The cause of the revelation of the last verse of Surah al-Kahf: .Y,
(-1 &) 83Lx (and must not associate anyone in the worship of his Lord -
110),/as mentioned in Hadith reports, shows that skirk at this place
means hidden shirk, that is, hypocrisy (:4 ) riya’).

One such narration from Sayyidna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas 4% has been
reported by Imam Hakim in al-Mustadrak as being sound on the criter-
ion set forth by the two authorities, al-Bukhari and Muslim. According
to the narration, one of the Muslims used to carry out Jihad in the way
of Allah. Side by side, he wished that his soldiering and bravery in the
cause be recognized and appreciated by the people. This verse was re-
vealed about him (which tells us that one gets no thawab (reward) by
having such an intention in Jihad).

In Kitabul-Ikhlas, Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Abi al-Dunya have re-
ported from Tawus that a Sahabi stated before the Holy Prophet %
"There are occasions when I am ready to worship, or to do some righ-
teous deed, my aim thereby is nothing but the pleasure of Allah. But,
along with it, I do have the wish that people would see me doing it.'
Hearing this, he observed silence until the cited verse was revealed.

And in Abu Nu‘aym and in the history of Ibn ‘Asakir, it appears on
the authority of Sayyidna Ibn ‘Abbas «¥% that whenever the Sahabi,
Sayyidna Jundub ibn Zuhayr 4% prayed, fasted or gave in charity and
then saw people admiring him for doing those deeds, he felt pleased
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about it and would then increase the frequency of those deeds. There-
upon, this verse was revealed.

The gist of narrations given above is that the shirk prohibited in this
verse is the hidden shirk of showing off (riya’). And that a deed may
though be for Allah alone but, along with it, should it become associated
with some selfish motive of name, fame and recognition, then, this too
will be a kind of hidden shirk, something that makes one's deed go
waste, even harmful.

However, there are some other Sahih Ahadith which apparently
seem to indicate otherwise. For example, Tirmidhi reports from
Sayyidna Abu Hurairah 4% that he submitted before the Holy Prophet
%: 'There are times when I am on my prayer mat inside my house (mak-
ing Salah) and, all of a sudden, there comes someone. I like it that he
saw me in that state. (Would that be riya’?)’ The Holy Prophet % said,
'O Abu Hurairah, may Allah have mercy on you. Then you get two re-
wards, one for the deed you were already doing in secret, and the other
for what you did openly after the coming of that person. (This is no
riya’).

And according to a narration of Sayyidna Abu Dharr al-Ghifari <&
appearing in the Sahih of Muslim, the Holy Prophet #2 was asked,
"'What do you say about a person who does some good deed, then hears
people praising it?' The Holy Prophet % said, ¢ sedl 528 e 8l : "This is
instant good news for the believer.” (that his deed was accepted with
Allah and He had his servants praise it).

The apparent difference in these two kinds of narrations has been re-
solved and brought in agreement in Tafsir Mazhari. It says that the first
kind of narrations about the cause of the revelation of the verse apply to
a particular situation. This is when one associates his intention to please
people or to earn a good name for himself along with the intention of
seeking the pleasure of Allah through his deed to the extent that he fur-
ther increases the frequency of that deed on being praised by people for
it. This is, no doubt, hypocrisy (riya’) and hidden shirk.

And the latter narrations, those from Tirmidhi and Muslim, concern
another situation. This is when one has acted for the pleasure of Allah
alone without any inclination of receiving publicity or praise for it and
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then Allah Ta‘%la, in His grace, gives him fame by making people praise
him. If so, it has nothing to do with riya’ (showing off). In fact, this is
spontaneous good news for the believer (that his deed has found accep-
tance with Allah).

Riya’ and its Evil Consequences: Stern Warnings of Hadith

Sayyidna Mahmud ibn Labid <% reports that the Holy Prophet %
said, 'What I fear most about you is minor shirk.” The Sahabah asked:
'Ya Rasulallah, what is minor shirk?' He said, Riya” (to do something
only to show people). (Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad)

After having reported this Hadith in Shu‘ab-al-Tman, Al-Baihaqi has
also reported the remarks: 'On the day of Qiyamah, when Allah Ta‘ala
will reward His servants for their deeds, He will ask the practitioners of
riyd@ to go for their rewards to those they wanted to impress with their
deeds and find out whether or not they have any for them.'

Sayyidna Abu Hurairah 4% reports that the Holy Prophet % said,
"Allah Ta‘ala says T am free and above from associating with those asso-
ciated with Me. Whoever does a good deed and then associates in it some-
one else with Me, then, I leave the entire deed for the one associated.’
And, according to another narration, T withdraw from that deed making
it exclusive for the person associated with me.' (Narrated by Muslim)

And Sayyidna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar % reports that he heard the
Holy Prophet % saying, "Whoever does a good deed to earn a fair name
among people, then, Allah Ta‘ala too deals with him in a manner that he
is disgraced before them.' (Narrated by Ahmad in Shu‘ab-al-Tman - from Tafsir
Magzhari)

It appears in Tafsir al-Qurtubi that Sayyidna Hasan al-Basri was
asked about ikhlas (unalloyed sincerity) and riya' (showing off). He said:
Ikhlas requires that your good deeds remaining hidden should be what
you like and the bad deeds remaining hidden should be what you do not
like. After that, if Allah Ta‘ala discloses your deeds before the people,
you should say, 'Ya Allah, all this is Your grace and favor, not the out-
come of my deed and effort.'

And Tirmidhi reports from Sayyidna Abu Bakr &% that the Holy
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Prophet #% once mentioned shirk by saying: Jodl cu5 b il (Kl (It is
right there in you more stealthily than the soundless movement of an
ant). Then, he added, T tell you something which, if you do, you will re-
main safe against all sorts of shirk, major or minor (riya’). Make this
prayer (du‘a’) three times every day:

AENIAC R A I ACHC AR ISR YA
O' Allah, I seek refuge with You lest | associate a partner with
You while I know and I seek forgiveness from You for what I do
not know.

Some Merits and Properties of Surah al-Kahf

Sayyidna Abu al-Darda’ <% reports that the Holy Prophet % said,
"Whoever remembers to recite the first ten verses of Surah al-Kahf will
remain safe against the fitnah (upheaval, trial) caused by Dajjal
(anti-Christ). (Reported by Muslim, Ahmad, Abu Dawud and al-Nasa’1)

And Imam Ahmad, Muslim and al-Nasa’l have reported within this
narration from Sayyidna Abu al-Darda’ words to the effect that 'whoever
remembers to recite the last ten verses of Surah al-Kahf will remain safe
against the fitnah of Dajjal.’

And according to a narration of Sayyidna Anas 4%, the Holy Prophet
;@?; said, "Whoever recites the initial and the concluding verses of Surah
al-Kahf will have light for him, from his feet up to his head. And whoev-
er recites this Surah in full will have light for him, from the ground up to
the sky." (Reported by Ibn al-Sunni, and Ahmad in his Musnad)

And as narrated by Sayyidna AbU Sa‘d «%, the Holy Prophet %5’;
said, "Whoever recites Surah al-Kahf in full on the day of Jumu‘ah will
have light for him until the next Jumu‘ah. (Reported and declared as Sahih by

al-Hakim and al-Baihaqi in al-Da‘awat - from Mazhari)

To Sayyidna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas % someone said, 'I resolve in my
heart to wake up in the later part of night and make Salah but sleep
overtakes me.' Sayyidna ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas said to him, ‘recite the last
verses of Surah al-Kahf - from: i > utf} ‘}; (109) to the end of the
Surah (110) - before you sleep. Then, the time you intend to wake up will
be the time when Allah Ta‘ala will wake you up.' (Reported by ath-Tha‘alibi)
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And according to the Musnad of al-Darimi, Zirr ibn Hubaish told
‘Abdah, 'Anyone who sleeps after having recited these last verses will
wake up at the time he or she intends to. And ‘Abdah says, ‘we have
tried this repeatedly. It happens just like that.'

An important word of advice
Ibn al-‘Arabi quotes his Shaikh, Turtushi: 'Let not the hours of your
dear life pass away confronting contemporaries and socializing with
friends. Watch out! Allah Ta‘la has concluded His statement on the fol-
lowing verse:
BT 530 B8 5 Gl 305 ol 65T (55 06 03

So the one who hopes to meet his Lord must do righteous deed
and must not associate anyone in the worship of his Lord - 110
(Al-QurtubD

Alhamdulillah

The Commentary on
Surah al-Kahf
And Volume V
End here.



Index

689

A

(al) "Athar-al-Bagiyah 651

‘A’ishah 145, 304, 455, 456, 460, 519, 527, 616,
617

‘Abbas b. ‘Abdulmuttalib 76
‘Abdul Afla, the poet 487
‘Abdul-“Uzza b. Qatan 659
‘Abdullah b. 'Umayyah 219

‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbas 27, 43, 46, 58, 67, 80,
110, 142, 145, 148, 154, 157, 176, 230, 246,
255, 305, 311, 318, 321, 357, 366, 372, 420,
427, 440, 447, 455, 456, 475, 480, 481, 495,
505, 521, 522, 532, 540, 547, 548, 549, 559,
570, 571, 573, 574, 579, 580, 586, 586, 593,
603, 605, 609, 613, 614, 615, 616, 623, 635,
638, 640, 682, 685

‘Abdullah b. Khurdazbih 671

‘Abdullah b. Masfd 53, 55, 80, 162, 169,
206, 207, 253, 265, 289, 381, 382, 399, 440,
456, 489, 491, 495, 504, 509, 541, 546, 547,
548

‘Abdullah b. Mubarak 509
‘Abdullah b. Shaddad 35

‘Abdullah b. "Umar 215, 261, 456, 460,
480, 482, 539, 591, 644, 662, 684

‘Abdullah b. Zubair 104
‘Abdurrahman b. ‘Auf 354
‘Abdurrahman b. Quraz 456
‘Abdurrahman b. Samurah 103
‘Abdurrahman b. Yazid se1
‘Ad, people of - 174, 256, 287, 296

‘Adl, 496,
- defined 401, 402
‘Alam-al-mithal 28

‘Ali b. Abi Talib &% 104, 199, 318, 380,

383, 420, 455, 575, 484, 526, 616, 643,
650, 680

‘Alusi, ‘Allamah Mahmud 305, 546,
670

‘Amir b. Rabi‘ah 122
‘Amman 581 |

‘Ammar b. Yasir 417, 418
‘Amr b. Shu‘aib 504
‘Aqabah, the Gulf of; 579, 580, 623
‘Arabic language 246, 247, 249
‘Arsh, see Throne

‘As b. Wa'il 328

‘Atikah 31

‘Atiyyah al-Awfi 573

‘Awf b. Malik 206

‘Aziz of Misr 55, 58, 63, 65, 66, 68, 72, 77,
79, 80, 89, 90, 92, 93, 96, 102, 113, 115,
116, 136, 147, 148, 150, 163

‘Akhirah, see Hereafter

'Amidi, Saifuddin 362
Abrogation, see Naskh

Abu ‘Awanah 664

Abu ‘Ubaidah b. Jarrah 354
Abu 'Umamah 456, 473, 480, 539
Abu ’Usaid, al-Badri 483

Abu al-‘Aliyah 475

Abu al-Darda’ 253, 296, 480, 539, 570,
640, 685

Abu al-Hamra’ 456
Abu al-Mansgur 177
AbUu Ayyub al-Ansari 214, 456

Abu Bakr &% 55, 261, 511, 512, 563, 592,
643, 684

Abu Bakr b. Samma, Himyari 651



Index

690

Abu Dawud 199, 206, 322, 380, 559, 570,
662

Abu Dharr al-Ghifari 216, 456, 460,
683

Abu Hanifah, Imam 337, 360, 397, 414,
419, 420, 532

Abu Hayyah 456

Abu Hayyan 500, 546, 578, 580, 583, 595,
599, 606, 631, 634, 645, 650, 651, 655,
671, 680

Abu Hurairah 61, 67, 71, 90, 145, 158,
322, 456, 494, 504, 526, 561, 564, 591,
615, 637, 662, 663, 664, 667, 680, 683,
684

Abu Ishaq 643

Abu Jahl 219

Abu Lahab 511

Abu Laila 456

Abu Nu‘aim Isbahani 321, 458, 682
Abu Rafi’ 664

Abu Raja’ 475

Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri 456, 509, 542, 615,
661, 662, 663, 681, 685

Abu Salih 302

Abu Sufyan b. Harb, 422, 458, 459
Abu Talib 167, 281

Abu Ya'la, Hafiz 399, 564
Abul-‘Abbas al-A‘ma, the poet 487
Abullaith 360

‘Adam &8 238, 244, 247, 281, 289, 303,
316, 317, 332, 380, 520, 521, 523, 524,
525, 538, 619, 644, 662, 672

Adhan 311, 491
Africa 191
Ahadith,
the protection of - 300, 301, 364

- are necessary to understand Quran 363

Ahmad b. Hanbal Imam 231, 253,
289, 360, 448, 461, 480, 527, 539, 563,
570, 615, 662, 663, 676, 684, 685

Ahmad Sarhandi, Sheikh, Mujad-
did Alf-thani 142, 153, 539, 645

Ahzab,
the battle of - 251, 530
Aikah 637

Aikah, the people of; 324
Ailah, see ‘Agabah
Aktham b. Saifi 399, 400
Alexender 649, 652
America 191

Anas b. Malik 214, 253, 261, 296, 527,
564, 570, 592, 613, 621, 685

Andalus, see Spain

Angels,

two groups of — 199

- act as guards 199, 200

- emerge from each door of Jannah 211
language of — 246

nobody sees — 264

- sent down for punishment 297
conversation of — 304

Allah tells - about creation of Adam 313

Allah sends down the - with the spirit
331

- bring death 345
- do as they commanded 368
- greet the Holy Propliet % 457

- are taken by pagans as daughters of
Allah 506 '

- ordered to prostrate before "Adam Skl
520, 619
- are not sent as messengers 553, 554

Anger 145
Antakia 637
Antioch, see Antakiya

Anwar Shah Kashmiri, Maulana
617, 671, 672, 674, 675



Index

691

Apostacy 421, 519

Arabia 322, 349, 369, 427, 473, 644, 667
Archaeology 323

Ard al-Qur’an 581

Aremnia 623

Aristotle 649

Asghar Husain, Maulana Sayyid
410

Asia 191

Asma’ bint Abi Bakr 456, 481
Aswad b. ‘Abd Yaghuth 328
Aswad b. Muttalib 328
Atlantic Ocean 623
Awjaz-al-Masalik 445
Awza‘ Imam 360

Ayyub 38 163

Azad, Abul Kalam 580
Azhari 357

Azraqi 651

B

(al) Baghawi, 167, 219, 221, 549, 609

(al) Baihaq 142, 246, 253, 289, 317, 321,
480, 481, 495, 538, 539, 684, 685

(al) Bairuni, Abu Raihan 651
(al) Bait al-Ma‘mur 457
(al) Bazzar 269, 494

(al) Bidayah wa al-Nihayah 649, 651,
662, 664, 671

(al) Bahr al-Muhit 106, 275, 276, 351,
369, 430, 500, 578, 583, 595, 599, 600,
631, 633, 645, 650, 655, 675, 678, 679

Babul-Abwab 672, 673
Babylon 31, 463, 464, 465, 652

Backbiting 34, 502

Badr 222, 251

Baghdad 641

Baidawi, Qadi 271
Baidusis, the King 586, 598

Baitulmagqdis (Jerusalem) 162, 356,
456, 458, 459, 463, 465, 466, 467, 468,
652, 661

Banu Isra’il, see Israclities
Bara’ b. ‘Azib 263
Barzakh 263

Barzanji, Sharif 668

Bayan al-Qur’an 29, 297, 397, 412, 432,
464, 466, 557, 679

Baytullah 219, 274, 276, 279, 281, 457,
461, 469, 541, 563, 667

Benyamin 39, 115, 120, 122, 127, 128,
129, 130, 131, 134, 136, 137, 139, 146,
147, 156, 581

Berbers 222, 673

Bid‘ah (innovation in religion) 478
Bilal b. Rabah 491

Book of Deeds 526

Bribe 409

Bukhara 672, 673

Bukhari 61, 90, 132, 139, 145, 155, 157,
158, 176, 199, 214, 215, 227, 231, 244,
261, 279, 289, 304, 322, 440, 458, 480,
481, 482, 494, 495, 542, 546, 547, 549,
574, 584, 591, 592, 616, 623, 624, 627,
629, 630, 636, 662, 663, 665, 680, 681

Buraidah b. Husaib 546, 494

Bustani 672

C

Caesar 458, 466



Index

692

Cairo 578

Can‘aan 110, 140, 155, 163
Capitalism 387, 437
Caspean sea 672, 673
Castille 672

Caucasia 672, 673
Caucasus 673, 674
Cave, see Kahf

Cella Burger 672
Ceylon, see Sarandip
Children of mushriks 474
China 670, 671, 672, 673

Christians 197, 238, 248, 282, 298, 299,
357, 358, 427, 442, 466, 508, 562, 579,
585, 602, 605, 607

Church 298

Coins 596

Communist 387
Concentration of wealth 386
Constantine I 464

Cordova, see Qurtubah

Covenant 206, 212, 214, 406, 407, 408,
499

Curse 217, 346

Cyrus, see Kisra

D

(al) Darimi, Imam 686

Da‘wah 80, 83, 84, 244, 248, 328, 429, 430,
431, 432, 433, 434, 438, 439, 440, 441,
442, 445, 446, 609, 610

Da’irah al-Ma‘arif al-‘Arabiyyah
581, 672

Daghistan 672, 673
Dahhak 56, 153, 311, 573, 577

Dailam 512, 641
Dailami 538, 570

Dajjal, the imposter (Antichrist)
461, 570, 643, 658, 659, 660, 661, 662,
668, 669, 674, 685

Damascus 296

Daniyal (Daniel) 31, 651
Darband 672, 673

Darius (Dara) 649, 652
Darqutni, Imam 447

Daryal Pass 673

Date-palm 260, 261, 262, 373
Dawud 369 219, 272, 465, 508, 517, 560
Dayyanus 583, 586, 598, 599

Dead Sea 323, 581

Deoband 410

Desire of sin 59, 61, 217, 608
Destination, see Taqdir

Dhahabi, Ibn al-Qasim 460
Dhikr (Remembering Allah) 509
Dhu Niwas 603

Dhul Qarnain 550, 572, 586, 646, 647,
648, 649, 650, 651, 652, 653, 654, 655,
656, 657, 664, 666, 669, 670, 671, 673,
674

Dihyah al-Kalbi 458

Distribution of Wealth in Islam 389

Diya’ al-Magqdisi 570

Dream
the nature and status of ~ 27
- is a part of prophethood 29
True — 31
Relating - to well-wishers 32
when bad - is seen 32
- of the King of Egypt 86

mismash of — 86
fulfilment of — 152, 164



Index

693

- of making tawaf 175
mi‘raj in ~ 455, 519
- of wathiq billah 671

Du‘a’ (prayer, supplication) 231, 271,
275, 276, 277, 280, 643

E

Economic equality 385, 386, 387, 388
Education 356

Egypt 47, 54, 55, 56, 86, 94, 97, 101, 105,
107, 109, 110, 113, 121, 128, 134, 137,
139, 140, 143, 147, 152, 155, 156, 157,
160, 162, 248, 251, 354, 463

Embellishment 338, 572, 610, 614
Ephesus 580, 581, 583, 586, 596
Ethiopia 351

Euphrates 641

Europe 674

Eve, see Hawwa’

Evil Eye 121, 122

Extravagance, see Israf and Tabdhir

F

Faghfur 672
Fancy 295, 296
Fasting 132
Fath al-Bari 663

G

(al) Ghazali, Muhammad 313, 360,
443, 444

Gabriel, see Jibra’il
Gambling 387

Gharnatah 578, 579, 580
Ghibah (backbiting) 34, 502
Gibralter 623

Gog and Magog (Ya9uj and Ma'juj)
645, 647, 656, 657, 658, 661, 662, 663,
664, 665, 666, 669 670, 671, 674, 675,
676, 677

Gospel, see Injil

Government

Seeking an office of — 103
accepting an office of a Kafir — 104, 105

Granada, see Gharnatah
Gratitude, see Shukr
Great wall of China 673
Grudge 318

Guarantee, see Kafalah

Guidance

- is an act of God 237
Book of — 239
- came to the people 620

H

(al) Hamasah, Diwan 487
(al) Hamawai, Yaqut 672, 673
(al) Hijr 325

(al) Hisn al-Hasin 643

(al) Humaidi 620

(al) Huruf al-Mugatta‘ah, see Isolated
letters

Habib b. Maslamah 587
Hadith Qudsi 379, 501
Hajirah 278, 279

Hayjj 299, 355, 651, 663, 667
Hajjaj b. Yusuf 497

Hakim (author of Mustadrak) 6s,
246, 480, 615, 640, 643, 662, 682, 686

Hali, Altaf Husain 201
Hamzah b. ‘Abdulmuttalib 447
Hanzal, the tree of; 261



Index

694

Haram b. Hayyan 429
Harith b. Talhah 328
Harlin S48} 432, 434

Hasan al-Basri 56, 63, 145, 158, 162,
297, 811, 327, 357, 519, 616, 684

Hawwa’ (Eve) 303, 317
Hebrew 238

Hereafter, C(Akhirah)

the reward of the — 107, 141, 150, 167,
171, 253

remembrance of — 142

real concern should be about — 174, 296
belief in the — 186, 597, 665

Proof of life in the — 190

those having good reward in the — 205,
212, 347, 411, 569

those punished in the — 205, 240, 365
abode of the — 210, 212, 347
preferring this world on the — 325, 241
- in the meaning of Barzakh 263, 264

- overtakes suddenly 285

scenes of the — 283, 284

certitude in — 469

whoever opts for the — 447

Hifzurrahman Seoharwi, Maulana
581, 648, 651, 652 672

Hijaz 325

Hijrah 350, 351, 352, 353, 354, 355
Hikmah, see wisdom

Hilah 132

Hindu 238

Hiraql 442, 459

Honey 378, 379

Honey bee 331, 374, 375, 376, 377, 380
Hud 348 435, 436

Hudaibiyyah 175

Hudhayfah b. Yaman 265, 456, 464,
465

Hujjatullah al-Balighah 362

Hunain 251

Husain b. ‘All 4% 104
Hypocrisy 216, 680
Hypocrites 444

I

(al) Iqtisad fi attaqlid wa al-ijtihad
363

(al) Itgan 247

‘Tikrimah 290, 310, 384, 574, 615

‘Tlm al-Ghayb 172, 194, 197

Tlm al-Kalam 507

‘Iqd al-jid 362

‘Iraq 248, 353

‘Iraql, Zainuddin 444

Tsa 348 46, 67, 172, 220, 253, 277, 454,
464, 466, 467, 508, 526, 542, 545, 575,
582, 585, 586, 591, 596, 644, 649, 650,

660, 661, 662, 666, 667, 668, 669, 670,
674, 675
‘Iyad b. Himar 504
‘Iyad, Qadi 455, 542
Iman,
the special effect of — 263
- is proved by the deeds 327
forfeiture of — 408
- could work wonders 421
Absence of 470
No deed is acceptable without — 479

-leaves when one is engaged in zina 495
- in existence of Allah is not enough 665

Ibn ‘Abbas, see ‘Abdullah b. ‘Abbis
Ibn ‘Abdulbar 29
Ibn ‘Asakir 480, 649, 682

Ibn “‘Atiyyah 369, 409, 411, 578, 579, 580,
592, 623, 629, 640, 656

Ibn Abi al-Dunya 643, 682



Index

695

Ibn Abl Hatim 4s, 528, 579, 593, 640,
682

Ibn Abi Shaibah 579, 593, 635, 640

Ibn al-‘Arabi 48, 353, 356, 665, 686

Ibn al-Hagsar 449

Ibn al-Humam 360

Ibn al-Jazri 643

Tbn al-Mundhir 542,561 579, 593, 640

Tbn al-Sunni 564, 685

Ibn Hajar, Hafiz 575, 662, 664

Ibn Hibban 261, 448, 615, 664

Ibn Ishaq 59, 109, 134, 162, 460, 586

Ibn Jarir, al-Tabari 34, 46, 90, 141,
156, 199, 289, 317, 361, 414, 541, 564,
561, 570, 571, 579, 580, 587, 603, 616,
671

Ibn Kathir 52, 53, 79, 82, 109, 111, 112,
134, 156, 162, 172, 241, 264, 388, 401,
413, 414, 456, 457, 458, 529, 532, 534,
541, 546, 5417, 582, 583, 584, 585, 587,
589, 806, 649, 650, 651, 652, 662, 663,
664, 671, 676

Tbn Khaldun 162, 670

Tbn Khuwaizmandad 597

Ibn Khuzaimah 448

Ibn Majah 32, 444, 480, 495, 509, 538,
559, 663

Ibn Marduwayh 321, 491, 609
Ibn Qudamah 360

Tbn Qutaibah 590

Tbn Taimiyyah 246, 361

Ibrahim S¢E) 24, 35, 78, 81, 110, 148, 153,
172, 236, 273, 272, 275, 276, 277, 278,
279, 280, 281, 282, 283, 320, 253, 425,
426, 427, 428, 457, 526, 842, 650, 651

Ibrahim aI-Nakha‘f, see Nakhat

Idrisi 672

Ifra’im (s/o Yusuf $£8)) 102, 163, 623
Ifsus, see Ephesus

Thkam al-Ahkam 362

Thsan 403, 404, 450

Ijarah 132

Ijma“ 360, 399

Ijtihad 140, 175, 359, 360, 362

Tkhlas 64, 327, 684

Tkrah (compulsion) 418, 419

TTham (inspiration) 28, 29, 549, 631,
655

Nlyas &8 645
India 194, 349, 539, 672

Injil (Gospel) 38, 177, 298, 299, 358, 571,
648

Intercession (Shafa‘ah) 538, 539
Interest 387

Interpretation

- of dreams 24, 33, 34, 82, 84, 86, 87, 88,
89
- of the Quran 358

Iran 464, 465, 623, 673

Isaiah,
the Book of - 581
Isbahani, see Abu Nu‘aim

Ishaq 368 24, 35, 78, 81, 110, 135, 148,
153, 162, 274

Isma‘il ¥ 274, 275, 278, 279, 285, 349
Isolated letters 25, 26, 182, 236
Isra’ilite reports 109, 162, 648

Israe’ilites 163, 251, 254, 298, 462, 463,
465, 466, 467, 470, 558, 559, 624, 625,
651

Israf (extravagance) 489

Israfil, the angel 514



Index

696

Istakhri 673
Istiwa’ 184

Izmir 581

J

(al) Jassas, Imam Abu Bakr, 104,
544, 548

Ja‘far b. Abi Talib 124

Jabir b. ‘Abdullah 244, 289, 444, 458,
485, 491, 615, 644

Jabir b. Samurah 509
Jabir b. Zayd 169, 490

Jahannam (Hell) 217, 257, 260, 265,
267, 290, 317, 339, 345, 370, 457, 462,
470, 494, 495, 504, 520, 609, 616, 617,
662

Jann 312

Jannah 205, 210, 216, 217, 246, 259, 318,
319, 839, 347, 457, 480, 504, 539, 611,
617, 662, 680

Jawhari, Abulfadl 592
Jerusalem, see Baitulmaqdis
Jesus Christ, see Tsa 348

Jews 25, 26, 37, 162, 167, 197, 248, 282,
200, 298, 299, 357, 358, 423, 427, 463,
464, 468, 529, 546, 547, 550, 560, 562,
571, 585, 601, 605, 607, 647, 648, 651,
652

Jibra'll S4B\ 47, 153, 281, 328, 403, 415,
457, 458, 485, 525, 545, 547, 571

Jihad 48, 252, 274, 311, 355, 413, 482, 560,
579, 593

Jinns 200, 264, 303; 312, 525, 552, 677
Jordan 323, 354, 581, 623

Joshua, see Yusha* 38

Joshua, the Book of 581

Jubair b. Nufair 528
Jundub b. Zuhair 6s2
Jurayj 67

Justice, see ‘Adl

K

(al) Khadir 130, 624, 625, 626, 627, 628,
629, 630, 631, 632, 633, 634, 635, 636,
637, 638, 639, 641, 642, 643, 644, 645,
646, 655

(al) Khasga’is al-Kubra 508
Ka‘astitiunis 603

Ka‘b al-Ahbar 119, 200, 574, 579, 638,
664

Kab b. Malik <% 158, 311, 512
Kafalah (surety/guarantee) 120, 132

Kaffarah
- of Yamin 407, 448
Kafir 217, 276, 421, 680

Kahf, the people of, 550, 572, 573, 574,
575, 576, 577, 578, 579, 580, 581, 582,
583, 584, 585, 586, 588, 589, 591, 592,
593, 594, 597, 598, 599, 600, 602, 603,
604, 605, 606, 607, 647

Kalbi 169

Karamabh 69, 590, 591, 593

Kashf (illumination) 549, 634, 655
Khabbab b. Aratt 417
Khadijah b. Khuwailid 460, 483
Khalil (the town) 110
Khashyah, explained 207
Khawarij 538, 680

Khilafah 104

Khurshev, Nikita 388
Khuzaimah b. Thabit 381
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Kilafchu 672

Kisra (Cyrus), the monarch of Iran
31, 651, 673

Kitab al-Hawatif 643
Knowledge (‘Ilm)

- is not personal excellence 393, 394

- is a brotherhood of the learned 444
foremost in — 624

two kinds of - Shari‘ah and Takwin 633
- of the unseen, see ‘Ilm al-Ghayb

Kufr 237, 238, 417, 426, 495, 509, 621, 665

L

{al) Lawh al-Mahfﬁz, see ‘Preserved
Tablet)

(al) Lubab 605

Lawshah (Lojah) 578
Laylatulqadr 230

Layya (wife of Ya‘qub ) 38, 156
Liquor 374

Lojah, see Lawshah

Ludd 660

Luqtah 41

Lut S8 174, 243, 320, 323

Lyon Sidov 389

M

(al) Masjid al-Aqsa 453, 460, 461

(al) Masjid al-Haram 356, 453, 460,
461

(al) Masjid An-Nabawiyy 356, 510
(al) Mawardi 49, 106, 602

{al) MuYim al-Awsat 603

(al) Mukhtarah 571

(al) Muwafaqat 361, 362, 363

(Tafsir) Mazhari 27, 30, 33, 87, 102,

130, 137, 290, 474, 492, 502, 528, 532,
534, 536, 538, 539, 547, 548, 561, 564,
583, 586, 593, 598, 633, 641, 645

Ma‘rifatus-Sahabah by Abu Ya‘la
399

Ma’mun al-Rashid 298

Madinah 37, 351, 422, 460, 461, 529, 540,
541, 546, 550, 571, 585, 643, 652, 661,
667

Madyan 324, 354

Magic 51t

Mahdiyy 666, 668

Mahmud b. Labid 684
Mahshar 67, 141, 289, 290, 327, 529

Makkah 25, 37, 167, 175, 176, 219, 221,
222, 223, 268, 274, 275, 277, 279, 281,
282, 285, 297, 325, 357, 401, 422, 426,
448, 449, 455, 456, 457, 458, 459, 461,
509, 513, 519, 528, 529, 530, 540, 541,
547, 549, 550, 556, 557, 571, 605, 609,
647

Malik b. Anas, Imam 120, 360, 444,
445, 489, 509, 532

Malik b. Dinar 142

Malik b. Du‘bar 51, 52
Mansha s/o Yusuf %8 102, 163
Magam Mahmﬁd, see praised statioﬁ
Marriage, see nikah

Martunis 663

Maryam, (Mary) 57, 67, 171, 172
Mas‘udi, the historian 673
Masjid 601

Masruq b. Ajda‘ 615
Mesmerism 123

Mi‘raj (Ascent to heavens) 220, 453,
454, 456, 459, 460, 470, 519, 520, 535
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Mika’il 525 482, 483, 484, 485 486, 487, 490, 491,

Milk, 492, 493, 494, 495, 504, 505, 508, 509,
production of - 371, 372, 373 510, 511, 512, 514, 517, 519, 526, 527,

Miracle 528, 529, 530, 531, 533, 534, 536, 538,
- of Vilsuf 268 153 539, 540, 541, 542, 543, 546, 547, 548,
_ of the Holy Prophet # 193 549, 551, 553, 555, 556, 560, 561, 563,
Demand of the disbelievers to show — 564, 570, 571, 575, 576, 582, 587, 588,
220, 228, 229, 553 591, 592, 601, 602, 604, 605, 609, 613,
- of ’Adam 281

615, 616, 620, 621, 624, 625, 626, 627,
635, 640, 643, 644, 645, 647, 652, 657,
658, 662, 663, 664, 665, 666, 669, 680,

- of Musa 628, 629
Mischief on the earth 213, 462, 463

Miskin, defined 638 681, 683, 684, 685
Mongols 666, 670 Muhammad b. Ka'h al-Qurazi 458
Moon Muhammad b. Munkadir 641

- seen in the dream 24, 27

seen in Muhammad b. Sirin 63, 637
- is subjugated 182, 184, 266, 267, 270,

271 Mujaddid Alf-thani, see Ahmad
Mousel, the city of 672 Sarhandi
Mu‘adh al-Juhani 563 Mujahid s4, 56, 63, 117, 150, 195, 261,
Muadh b. Jabal 164 210 282, 302, 311, 366, 460, 475, 489, 519,

P - _ 526, 573, 613, 615
Mu‘awiyah b. Abi Sufyan 104, 495,

519, 579, 593 Mujtahid 140
Mu‘jim al-Buldan 672, 673 Muksalmina 603
Mu‘tazilah 538, 680 Munawi, ‘Abdurra’uf 313

Muhammad & 95, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33, Munkar and Nakir 265

34, 37, 60, 85, 90, 103, 120, 122, 132, 138, Mugaddimah Ibn Khaldun 162, 671
139, 142, 145, 150, 158, 163, 165, 166, Muqatil b. Sulayman 141
167, 169, 171, 175, 176, 177, 183, 190,

Murder 495

192, 206, 210, 214, 215, 216, 220, 224, e
227, 232, 236, 238, 239, 243, 244, 245, Musa &8 55, 57, 67, 130, 162, 163, 172,

046, 247, 248, 249, 251, 252, 253, 255 250, 251, 252, 254, 255, 353, 432, 434,
961, 262, 267, 281, 285, 286, 288, 296 438, 439, 457, 462, 466, 467, 526, 558,
297, 299, 300, 301, 303, 304, 605, 311, 559, 560, 622, 623, 624, 625, 626, 627,
316, 321, 322, 323, 325, 327, 332, 349 628, 629, 630, 631, 632, 633, 634, 635,
350, 353, 356, 357, 361, 363, 364, 378, . 636, 645, 655

379, 380, 381, 383, 399, 400, 401, 405, Musa b. ‘Ugbah 460

407, 413, 414, 418, 422, 426, 427, 429, Myglim, Imam 32, 51, 61, 62, 103, 139,
430, 440, 441, 442, 445, 447, 448, 450, 155, 157, 214, 215, 227, 244, 253, 290,
453, 545, 455, 456, 457, 458, 459, 460, 305, 322, 494, 495, 504, 509, 533, 542,
465, 467, 468, 470, 473, 478, 480, 481, 546, 547, 615, 616, 624, 627, 636, 643,
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644, 662, 663, 669, 670, 674, 680, 681,
683, 684, 685

Muzani 360

(al) Nahdi, Abu ‘Uthman 475
(al) Nakha4, Ibrahim 419, 510, 615
Nabiyy (Prophet)

- is protected 60

the duty of — 95

- is a human being 170, 357, 554
whether a woman can be a - 172

- is generally from urban area 173

- is sent to every nation 193, 349

- has wife and children 226,

mission of a — 236

- is sent in the language of the people 243

- is not overpowered by his emotional
state 280

- is responsible for conveying the message
only 348

can a — be affected by magic? 511
- is sent as a warner — 620

Nagdr b. Harith 471, 571
Nadr b. Sa‘d 561

Nadwi, Maulana Muhammad Su-
layman 581

Nafs 314, 402

Nafs Mutma’innah 98

Nafs, ’ammarah 96, 98

Nafs, Lawwamah 98

Najdah al-Haruri 635
Najran 602

Nanotawi, Maulana M. Ya‘qub 337
Nasa'l 261, 322, 460, 559, 570, 586
Naskh (abrogation 230
Nationalism 584
Nausherwan 673

Nawf al-Bakali 623

Nawwas b. Sam‘an 658
Nebuchadnezzer 31, 463, 465, 649, 652
Necessity 423

Nikah (marriage) 419

Nimrud 148, 153, 427, 649

Niyyah (intention) 268

Nu‘man b. Bashir 575, 615

Nuh %48 171, 256, 278, 281, 435, 462, 474,
658, 666

Numbers, the book of — 581

O

Ornaments 339, 342, 610, 611
Orphan 497, 498

P

Pakistan 349
Palestine 110, 140, 155, 163, 469, 579, 652
Parables 203, 204, 205, 259, 261, 262, 614

Parents,

the rights of — 479, 480, 483, 484
righteousness of — reaches children 640

Patience, see Sabr

Persia, see Iran

Petra 580, 581

Pharaoh 67, 432, 434, 438, 439, 558
Pledge, see covenant

Potiphar, see ‘Aziz of Misr

Praised station (Magam Mahmud)
531, 538, 539

Prayer, see Salah or Du@

Preserved Tablet (al-Lauh al-
Mahfuz) 229, 231, 246, 621

Prophet, see Nabiyy

Prostration
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- of the sun, moon and the stars 24, 27

- of the parents and brothers of Yusuf 152
two kinds of — 157

- as a part of Salah 163

- to someone other than Allah 164, 178,
601

merits of — 311

Refusal of Satan to — 313

- of the shadows 368

- of the angels 313, 368, 619
- in tahajjud 538

Punishment of Grave 263, 264

Q

(al) Qamus al-Mubhit 613

(al) Qurtubi 27, 28, 41, 44, 47, 50, 52, 61,
72, 91, 102, 109, 129, 130, 138, 139, 140,
143, 144, 145, 148, 158, 162, 242, 247,
281, 298, 311, 327, 352, 353, 356, 395,
402, 403, 429, 449, 455, 459, 464, 479,
481, 489, 502, 508, 509, 510, 511, 513,
516, 517, 532, 535, 542, 546, 577, 580,
592, 596, 597, 598, 606, 616, 617, 620,
631, 641, 644, 645, 669, 670, 680, 684

Qadiani, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 30
Qaf, the mount of 673, 674

Qafqaz 673, 674

Qasas al-Qur’an 648, 672

Qatadah 56, 88, 117, 125, 229, 302, 310,

311, 473, 541, 573, 606, 607, 613, 616,

623, 664
Qimar (gambling) 48
Qisas (see also retaliation) 496, 497
Qit_ﬁr, see 'Aziz of Misr
“Qiyas 360, 399
Quran
The style of - 24
the terminology of — 172, 546
- is a guidance 177

-is a mercy 177, 531
veracity of — 182

recitation of — 238, 239, 262, 327, 412,
562, 563

understanding of — 241, 366
miraculous quality of — 245
methodology of — 252, 576

- protected from distortion 298, 299, 300
- tested by a Jew 298, 299

summary of — 326

Modern transports in the — 337
seven versions of the — 361

- is exposition of every thing 398, 399
the way of — is the most upright 471
- is a cure 531, 542

- is divided in portions 558

no crookedness in — 569, 572

Quraish 167, 175, 281, 528, 530, 547, 549,
550, 609, 647

Qurtubah (Cordova) 513
Qusayy 220, 401, 571
Qushairi 542

R

Ra‘ll, see Zulaikha

Rabb, called for someone other
than Allah 58

Rahil (wife of Ya‘qub S48)) 38, 156

Rahma daughter of Yusuf 348 163

Ramadan 132 '

Raga’iq Ibn al-Mubarak 509

Raqim 573, 574, 577, 578, 579, 580, 581,
599

Raqgyus,
the city of — 579

Ray,
the town of — 512

Rayyan b. "Usaid 55

Razi, Abu ‘Abdullah 402

Razi, Fakhruddin 313, 360

Red Sea 623

Relations
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maintaining the - 207, 214, 215, 231,
404, 483, 488
to cut of the — 213

Repentance (Taubah) 424
Resurrection 514, 515, 516
Retaliation 428, 447, 448, 449, 496

Risalah, (Prophethood of Muham-
mad #8) 182, 190, 665

Riya’ 682, 683, 684
Ruebel (Rueben) 40
Ruh al-Bayan 370, 431

Ruh al-Ma‘ni 156, 228, 305, 321, 324,
357, 430, 431, 433, 478, 527, 561, 570,
674

Rﬁh, see spirit
Rumi, Jalaluddin 638
Rummani 357

Russia 670, 672

(al) Sha‘bi, ‘Amir 311, 419

(al) Suyuti Jalaluddin 247, 264, 508,
572

Sa‘d b. ‘Ubadah 615
Sa‘d b. Ab1 Waqqas 680

Sa‘id b. Jubair 162, 229, 511, 515, 573,
596, 615

Sa‘ld b. Mansur Hafiz 490
Sa‘id b. Musayyab 311, 366, 484
Saba’ b. Hakam 490

Sabbath 560

Sabr 144, 145, 151, 159, 208, 215, 217, 252,
217, 252, 253, 254, 273

Sadaqah 149, 150, 216, 268
Safiyyah 138, 139
Safwan b. ‘Aththal 560

Sahl b. ‘Abdullah 518

Sahl b. Mu‘adh 570

Sahl b. Sa‘d 289

Salah 209, 214, 266, 268, 269, 274, 248,
282, 311, 312, 326, 327, 414, 457, 460,
487, 531, 532, 533, 534, 534, 536, 562,
563, 601, 643, 683

Salam

- as greeting 217
- of the rocks to the Holy Prophet % 509

Salamah b. al-Akwa‘“ 48
Sallam 671

Salman al-Farisi 164, 609, 620
Samarkand 672

Samurah b. Jundub 456
Sanunis 603

Sarah, wife of Ibrahim %<&\ 172
Sarandhip, (Ceylon) 281
Sarinunis 603

Satan

- is an open enemy 24, 27, 71, 516
input of — in dreams 28, 33, 138

- snatches the salah 146

- causes rift 152

speech of - in the Hereafter 258

- is banned from the heavens 303

- hears the conversation of angels 303,
304

- hit by flames 304
refuses to prostrate 313, 520

- has no power over special servants 316,
520, 521, 522

- makes evils look good 371
protection against — 412

Scruple 64, 65, 216, 531
Secular Economy 436
Self-praise 84, 97, 106, 151
Seoharwi, see Hifzurrahman
Shaddad b. Aws 456
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Shafi‘l, Imam 360, 414, 419, 420, 443
446

>

Shahid (martyr) 418, 539, 617
Shameful Acts 399, 404, 405
Sharm al-Shaikh 623
Shatibi 361, 362, 363

Shibli, the sage 641

Ships 267, 270

Shirk 58, 157, 168, 170, 237, 238, 274, 278,
332, 349, 426, 601, 621, 682, 683 685

Shu‘ab al-Tman 142, 246, 480, 481, 613,
684

Shu‘ayb gck) 324, 436
Shukr 159, 252, 253, 254, 273
Sidq, defined 540
Sidratul Muntaha 457
Sinai, the desert of, see Tih
Sirat,

the bridge of — 290, 617
Sky 183, 302, 304, 393

Soviet Russia 389

Soviet World 3s8

Space 302

Spain 513, 578, 579, 637, 672

Spirit (Ruh) 313, 314, 315, 331, 544, 545,
546, 547, 548, 549, 550, 551, 552, 571,
547

Stars

- seen in the dream 24, 27
fall of — 304, 305
- show the path 340, 343

Stellar formations 302
Suddiyy 59, 109, 357, 573, 623, 669
Sufis 631

Sufyan al-Thauri 157

Sufyan b. ‘Uyaiynah 275, 299

Suhayb Rumi
freedom from — 415
extravagant are brothers of — 489
instigation of — 520
voice of - 521
refuses to prostrate — 313, 619
- has offspring 620
- has accomplices and armies 621

Sulayman 219, 463, 465, 649
Sumayyah 417

Sun

- in the dream of Yusuf &) 24

- is subjugated 182, 184, 266, 270, 271
Salah at the decline of the — 531

- turns away from the cave 589

where the — sets 654

Supplication see Du@
Sﬁr, see trumpet

Surety, see Kafalah
Swearing 321, 322, 348, 406

Swine,
prohibition of - 423
Synagogue 298

Syria 163, 167, 219, 248, 279, 280, 281
322, 325, 353, 854, 461, 529, 556

Syriac language 247

T

(al) Tabarani, 28, 246, 539, 563
(al) Tabé.ﬁ, see Ibn Jarir

(al) Tibi 176 .
Ta‘awwudh 414

Ta‘widh (charm) 126, 153
Tabaria 660, 661

Tabdhir (extravagance)
Tabuk 158

Tafsir al-Jawahir 672

Tafsir Haqqani 464, 581, 582
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Tafsir Kabir 671

Tahajjud 533, 534, 538, 539, 540, 563
Tahawi 360

Taimi, ‘Abdul A‘la 561
Takabbur (arrogance) 504
Takwin 634

Talhah b. ‘Ubaidullah 318
Tamlikha 598, 599, 603
Tangiers, see Tanjah

Tanjah (Tangiers) 623
Tantawi 672

Taqdir 231

Taqlid 358, 360, 361, 362
Taqwa 151, 174, 269, 360, 450
Tariqah (Tasawwuf) 631, 632
Tarsus, see Ephesus
Tasawwuf, see Tarigah
Tasbih |

- of the heavens and the earth 507
- of the mountains 508

Tatars 670, 674, 576
Taubah, see Repentance

Tauhid (Oneness of Allah) 182 195,
236, 267, 274, 332, 338, 340, 384, 426,
442, 479, 507, 585

Tawaf 175, 276, 651
Tawakkul 125, 596

Tawus b. Kaisan 682
Tha‘labi 512

Thamud 174, 256, 287, 325, 519

Thana’ullah Pani Pati, Qadi 27, 142,
548, 583, 633, 645

Thanavi Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali 175,
290, 297, 363, 397, 432, 526, 557, 581,
613, 679

Thawban 290

Throne (‘Arsh) 182, 184, 461, 507, 527,
681

Tibet 672
Tih, the desert of; 252
Timur, the lame (Taimur) 672

Tirmidhi 32, 90, 261, 360, 448, 480, 504,
526, 540, 559, 563, 570, 615, 616, 640,
663, 672, 673, 676, 683, 684

Torah 25, 26, 38, 163, 177, 298, 299, 357,
358, 505, 571, 581

Trade 355

Trumpet (Sur) 514

Tubba‘ Himyari 651

Tur, mount of 461, 660, 667, 668
Turks 666, 669, 670, 672
Turtushi 686

U

(al) ‘Uqaili 527, 615
‘Ubaid b. ‘Umair 616
‘Ulama’

the duty of —95

taqlid of — 358

- who need not to follow a mujtahid 359

- are deputies of the prophets for da‘wah
434

shortcomings of the — today 441, 443, 444

- are not to answer every question 548,
549

qualities of true — 561

- should not tolerate violation of Shari‘ah
632

‘Umar b. Khattab 55, 158, 261, 322,
354, 366, 455, 464, 505, 517, 563, 592,
617, 644

‘Umrah 175, 663, 666
‘Ugbah b. Abi Mu‘ait 571
‘Urwah b. Zubair 163
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‘Usmani, Maulana Shabbir Ahmad
549

‘Uthman b. ‘Affan % 199, 361, 381,
382, 538, 640

‘Uthman b. Mazn 400, 401
‘Uyainah b. Hisn al-Fazari 609
‘Uzair %8 679

Ubayy b. Kab 265, 448, 456, 623, 624

Uhud, the battle of 333, 222, 251, 447,
530

Umayyah b. Abi al-Salt 487
Umayyah b. Khalaf 609
Umm Hani’ 455, 456, 461

Ustuwanah Hannanah 509

VW

Wahb b. Munabbih 574

Wahy (revelation) 28, 60, 127, 170, 364,
374, 375, 545, 549, 655

Walid b. Mughirah 328, 401
Waliyyullah, Dehlawi, Shah 363
Wagqidi, Muhammad b. ‘Amr 458
Wasiyyah (will) 429

Water Supply 307, 371

Wathiq billah 671

Will see Wasiyyah

Wisdom (Hikmah), defined 430

XY

Ya‘qub $&E)\ 25, 27, 32, 34, 38, 39, 43, 44,
47, 48, 49, 70, 78, 110, 113, 114, 115, 116,
117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 124, 125,
126, 128, 131, 135, 138, 140, 141, 142,
143, 144, 145, 146, 148, 154, 155, 156,
157, 158,159, 162

Ya’juj and Ma‘jﬁj, see Gog and Mogog
Yafith b. Nuh 666

Yahuda (Judah, s/o Ya‘qub ) 40, 45,
47, 51, 136, 154, 155, 157

Yahya b. Aktham 299

Yaman 219, 469, 651

Yasin, Maulana Muhammad 337
Yasir 417

Yusha‘ (Joshua) b. Nun #¢8\ 163,
623, 624, 625, 627, 629, 630

Yusuf (Joseph) &8

dream of — 24, 27, 152

story of — 25, 26, 27, 32, 34, 37, 38, 39,
40, 41, 53, 576

brothers of — 38, 39, 40, 42, 43, 44, 45, 52,
108, 111, 121 139, 140, 146

- in the pit 46, 48, 51

shirt of — 49, 152, 153, 155

- sold 54

- seduced by Zulaikha 57, 58, 59, 60, 61
Burhan shown to — 63, 64, 66

- saved from accusation 68, 70, 71

- imprisoned 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 83
- interprets dreams 84, 86, 87, 88

- seeks release from prison 85

- called by the king 89 ‘

- refuses to be released 90, 91

- declared innocent 93, 97

brought to royal court 99, 100

wisdom of — 100, 101

- appointed as Finance Minister 101, 103,
104, 105, 107

- married Zulaikha 102

accomplishment of — during his rule 108,
110, 111

behavior of — with his brothers 115, 116

- detains his brother 128

- accused of theft 134

why — was most favorite to his father 142

- discloses the truth to his brothers 147,
148

- meets his father 152

- forgives his brothers 153
miracle of — 153

gratitude of - 159, 160
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prayer of ~ 161
faith of — 163

Z

Zabur 357, 358, 517

Zainab b. Jahsh, Ummul Mu'minin
663

Zajjaj 357

Zakah 132, 209, 214, 216, 268, 617, 638
Zamakhshari 427

Zamzam 2179

Zayd b. Argam 327

Zina 494, 596

Zirr b. Hubaish 686

Zubair b. ‘Awwam 318

Zuhd 278, 372, 596

Zuhri, Ibn Shihab 305, 419

Zulaikha 49, 55, 57, 58, 59, 60, 63, 66, 68,
71,78, 74, 75, 92, 93, 94, 96, 99, 102, 163

Zulfigar 33
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